
 

 

  

 One of the things that we three brothers fought over in the week 

after Thanksgiving was who got to make a wish on the turkey wishbone. A 

wise bone is important to a ten year old just before Christmas. It is an 

opportunity to get in your order early. This way, you can make sure that 

everything you ever wanted was given the fast track to the spot with your 

name on it under the Christmas tree. 

 Now, I’m not 10 anymore, but I still want to make a wish (or two 

or three) on a dried out old turkey wishbone. 

 

I wish… 

 That you will know the assurance of Jesus Christ 

in your life this year. That you KNOW beyond a shadow 

of a doubt that Jesus died for your sins and you have a 

place with him in heaven. 

 That this Christmas season will bring a new 

awareness of God‘s love to you. That God was willing to give up so much 

to come and share God‘s self with us, not because we had earned it, but 

because God never goes back on his word. 

 That the joy and beauty of the season will so touch your heart and 

soul that you will want to tell someone about how much Jesus means to 

you and what he does for your day-to-day life. 

 That you will not get trapped in the commercialism of the season 

so that the One whose birthday we are celebrating gets lost in the shuffle. 

 That you will take the time to focus your soul, your mind. and 

even your daily walk, on God‘s word and direction for your life. Only 

then can we discover the real meaning of the season. 

 That‘s a lot for one wishbone but I pray that you 

will help the wishes out by living your faith each and every 

day.  Together, we can make difference in our world. 
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E.B.A.D.O.C. 

“Everyone Becoming A Disciple of Christ” 
 

 The purpose of an organization‘s mission statement is to give it direction, 

focus, and motivation.  It clearly states why an organization exists and what it 

intends to accomplish in the future.  The mission  statement of the First United 

Methodist Church of  Homosassa was adopted on January 27, 2005.  All of us 

need to   memorize the mission statement and do all that we can to make it a real-

ity in our lives. 
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Within the Church 

Greeters 

Ushers 

Music Ministries 

Attendance Tracking 

Biblical Travel Ministry 

Christian Education 

Communion Stewards 

Counters 

Disaster Relief Programs 

Flower Arranging Ministry 

Folding & Mailing Committees 

Funeral Receptions 

Genesis Newsletter 

Library 

Lenten Soup Suppers 

Men‘s Wed. Morning Prayer Breakfast 

Online Picture Directory 

Parish Nurse Ministry 

Prayer Ministry 

Stewardship 

Audio-Video Ministry 

UMW Circles 

United Methodist Women 

Visitation Care Group 

Wednesday Night Dinners 

Youth Ministry 
 

Outreach Ministries 

Annual Seminar for Elder Needs 

Bus Ministry 

Disaster Relief & Response Team 

God‘s Clods (Clown Ministry) 

Health Related Workshops 

Hugs for Soldiers 

Local Travel Ministry 

Men‘s Monday Morning Work Group 

Missionaries to Haiti, Siberia, and Thailand 

Nursing Home Ministries 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 

 

 

 

          Holiday Prison Ministry 

          Shut-In Visitation 

Stephen Ministry 

Tuned To Revival Quartet 

Thrift Shop 

Vacation Bible School 

Welcome Bags  
 

 Small Groups 

 Bereavement Group 

Cancer Survivors 

Current Affairs 

Individual Bible Study Groups 

PAWS 

Saturday Sisters 

Men‘s Serendipity 

Women‘s Serendipity 

Support Groups 

Alzheimer’s Support  

Diabetes Support 

Memory Lane Respite 

Stroke Support 

 

Discipleship Classes 

 Companions in Christ 

Disciple I & IV 

 

Benevolences 

 CROP Walk 

Equipment for Handicapped 

Food Pantry 

Habitat for Humanity 

Holiday Food Baskets 

Methodist Children‘s Home 

Salvation Army 

St. Andrew‘s Mission 

The Heifer Project 

The Path 

 

 Community Outreach 

AA 

Al-Anon 

Blood Bank 

Camp-E-Nini-Hassee 

Hunger & Homeless Outreach 

Kiwanis Breakfast 

Our Father‘s Table. 
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New Years Day is on a Sunday this year and we will have 

just one service at 9:30 a.m.  
 

This will be a communion service and a dedication of the church as 

we look forward to the 100th anniversary of the church.  
 

Come and worship with us as we seek to do God’s will  

in the coming year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Day – December 25th is on Sunday this year 

and that gives us an opportunity to make this ―birthday‖ of Jesus a special 

one. 

 

Instead of holding our three regular services on Christmas morning, 

we are planning to have a single service of fun and celebration for the 

families of the church. 
 

We are planning on singing a lot of Christmas hymns, as well as special 

music. It should be a great day of celebration and worship as we sing the 

old familiar hymns. 
 

This year we would like to invite all the children – and children at heart – 

to bring one of their new toys for a ―Blessing of the Toys‖ during the 

service. 
 

The service will begin at 9:30 a.m. and we will enjoy the carols for 

as long as you want to sing. It will be a celebration of the birth of our 

Lord and a time for the church family to share together. 
 



 

 

 

Fall is in the air and we welcome 

the return of many of our church 

friends who have been gone for the 

winter. 

 

The women's Serendipity group is 

meeting now at 1:30 on the first and 

third Thursdays in the parlor and 

would welcome new ladies any 

time.  

 

The 10:45 Sunday school class is in 

full swing and that class, plus all of 

the 9:30 classes, welcome new 

members also. 

 

Laurie Painter's elementary age 

Sunday school class have just filled 

and wrapped shoe boxes for 

Operat ion  Chr is tmas  Chi ld 

sponsored by Samaritan's 

Purse.  The children saved 

their collection money for weeks to 

purchase socks, t-shirts, pencils, 

pens, soap, flashlights, toys, games, 

hair bows, jump ropes etc. to fill the 

boxes.  Each box also contains a 

personal note from the children. The 

children in our church were very 

excited after seeing a CD about the 

way these boxes are distributed 

around the world to bring the story 

of Jesus and his love.  Next year we 

hope to increase the number of shoe 

boxes filled. 

 

A new 8-week Disciple class will 

begin on Tuesday, February 7, at 1 

p.m. in Room 106.  Martha Dorrell 

will lead the class titled "Invitation 

to the Old Testament".  The format 

will be much the same as the 8-

week class just concluded.  It should 

be very interesting and informative 

and Martha is a wonderful leader.  If 

you would like to reserve a spot, 

please let Martha or myself know. 

by Kay Bast 

 

NEW BIBLE STUDY 
 

A  s t u d y  c l a s s  e n t i t l e d 

―INVITATION TO THE OLD 

TESTAMENT” will be held for 8 

weeks beginning FEBRUARY 7. 
 

Call Martha Dorrell to sign up, or 

for any questions you have. 

 

MISSION THANKS 
 

Thank you so much for your 

contributions to our mission. 
 

Your church is a Blessing! 
 

Mike Awe - Grace House 
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Managing Holiday Stress 
 

Oh my, it is December and there is 

so much to do! You need to find the 

perfect gift for everyone on your 

list, then there are the Christmas 

cards to write, making seasonal 

t r a v e l  p l a n s ,  d e c o r a t i n g , 

entertaining, meal planning, end of 

year medical visits, facing the 

holidays without someone you love 

and the list goes on and on. 
 

How do you cope with all this 

stress? 
 

As Christians, we know we can give 

our stress and worries to God. We 

need to make the time for prayer 

and meditation, and concentrate on 

the true meaning of Christmas. 
 

Prioritize, learn to say no, share 

your frustrations and joys with 

friends and family. Let go of the 

little stuff, and delegate, delegate, 

delegate. Reach out to someone 

who is hurting. Volunteer. Make 

sure to get plenty of sleep, exercise 

and try to eat a healthy diet. Listen 

to music, sing, laugh, and cry. 

Forgive yourself and others. Keep 

lists.   
 

Wish everyone a Merry Christmas! 
 

Most of all, rejoice in the birth of 

our Lord, Jesus Christ! 

          Karen Kline 
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 CHRISTMAS FLOWERS 

ORDER THEM NOW! 
 

Christmas season is around the 

corner and the decorating 

committee will be taking orders 

for Christmas poinsettias to use 

for the sanctuary.  The price per 

flower will remain $10, and 

envelopes will be placed in the 

narthex. 
 

Please include cash or a check 

made out to ―FUMC‖ and place it 

in the offering plate.  We will be 

collecting these on November 

27th, December 4th, and 

December 11th. 
 

Thank you for your help to make 

the Christmas season more festive; 

we appreciate your support. 
 

The poinsettias may be picked 

up at the church after the 11:00 

p.m. Christmas Eve service or 

on Sunday, December 25th. 

  

 Jesus, the Light of the 

World, as we celebrate your birth . . 

. . may we begin to see the world in 

the light of the understanding you 

give us.  As you chose the lowly, the 

outcasts, and the poor to receive the 

greatest news the world had ever 

known, so may we worship you in 

meekness of heart.  May we also 

remember our brothers and sisters 

less fortunate than ourselves in this 

season of giving.    Amen 



 

 

 

While they were there [in Bethlehem], the time came for the baby to 

be born, and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son.  She wrapped him 

in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no place for 

them in the inn. (Luke 2:6-7) 

 God‘s gift, wrapped in cloths and hidden in a manger—

unrecognized, undeserved, a gift to last forever for those who would 

believe and receive.  God became a baby, born to die on a cross.  He came 

down to bring us hope and show us the way home. 

 

He Came Down 
 

Almighty God 

to tiny baby,  

divine nature 

 to human vessel, 

all-knowing mind 

to childish wonder, 

He came down 

to live with men. 
 

Wondrous Way 

to show God‘s love, 

leaving heav‘n 

to walk the earth. 

Flesh container 

to hold our God,  

changing despair 

to Christmas joy! 

 

Father, help us realize the wonder of the gift of your Son Jesus—a tiny 

gift in baby form, but a gift in whom all the glory of the Godhead dwelt.  
 

Thank you for giving him to us. Amen. 

 

THE WAYS OF THE KINGDOM by Jan Wise 7 



 

 by Marilyn Watson  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Getting up close and personal with the healing stories of Jesus through a 

devotional study of the spiritual heart of your health. 

 

This group will meet weekly in the Parlor at 2 p.m. beginning 

Wednesday, November 30, 2011. 

 

Contact me at 464-2182, or the church office at 628-4083 to sign up. 
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SPIRITUAL HEART  

OF YOUR HEALTH! 

THANK YOU FROM THE BAZAAR COMMITTEE! 
 

We would like to thank everyone for their support and 

participation in our recent bazaar.  There are no results 

in yet but watch the January issue of Genesis for the 

complete UMW news and bazaar profit report. 
                                                 

                                                                                                                                                      Pat Blake, Chairman 

WOOSTER’S 1ST SNOW - OCTOBER 29TH 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

      

  

   

submitted by Pat Blake 
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A  BLUE  CHRISTMAS 
 

 It was Christmas Eve and 

Mrs. Wilson, an elderly woman, 

was sitting in her rocking chair, 

listening to Christmas carols on her 

radio. This was a family tradition 

that went on for many, many years. 

Christmas just wasn't Christmas in 

the Wilson household without 

listening to carols on the radio. 

 

 "Oh my!" she sighed. "I'm so 

lonely. I wish my son, Paul were 

here to share Christmas with me!" 

 

 Mrs. Wilson lived alone in a 

small apartment. This particular 

Christmas was very rough on her. 

Normally, Christmas was spent with 

Paul, his wife Nelly, and their son 

Johnny. However, this could not 

happen this Christmas. Paul had lost 

his wife and son in a car accident 

earlier that fall. It was a very 

difficult time for Mrs. Wilson, but 

especially for Paul. Oh, how he had 

loved his wife and child! 

 

 A few days ago, Mrs. 

Wilson had called her son to ask 

him to join her for Christmas. 

 

 "Ma, I can't," Paul had told 

her. "I miss them so terribly. I keep 

expecting them to show up at the 

doorstep. Christmas will never be 

the same." 

 

 "Oh Paul," cried Mrs. 

Wilson. "I know this is difficult for 

you, but do you honestly think that 

you should be alone at a time like 

this. Come on, we can have our own 

Christmas, just me and you." 

 "I don't know," said Paul. 

"Right now, yeah, I do think that 

being alone is the answer." 

 

 "Well dear," she replied 

sadly. "If you change your mind, I'll 

be here." 

 

 "Thanks Ma," said Paul. 

"And, Ma, Merry Christmas." 

 

 "Merry Christmas to you 

too, son," said Mrs. Wilson. 

 

 The radio program was just 

finishing up for the night. Mrs. 

Wilson, yawning, got up and turned 

it off. 

 "The radio program just 

wasn't the same this year," she 

sighed as she went into her 

bedroom. "It's just not the same 

without Paul, Nelly and Johnny. I 

sure wish Paul would change his 

mind." 

 

 Later that night, she was 

awakened by a strange sound 

coming from her living room. 

Quickly, she grabbed her house coat 

and went to see what was going on. 

There, standing by the Christmas 

tree, with his arms full of presents, 

was Paul. 

 

 "Oh Paul!" cried Mrs. 

Wilson. "I'm so glad to see you." 

 

 She embraced her son as 

tightly as she could. 

 

 "I just got to thinking that 

maybe being alone wasn't the right 

thing," said Paul. "After all, aren't 

we supposed to spend Christmas 

with family?" 
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11  "Yes, dear, we are," said 

Mrs. Wilson, happily. "I'm so glad 

you came." 

 

 "You know," said Paul. "I'm 

glad I did too." 

 

 "Can I get you something to 

eat, Paul?" asked Mrs. Wilson. "I 

have some apple pie and ice-cream." 

 

 "Now that sounds good," 

said Paul. "Come to think of it, I'm 

starved."Mrs. Wilson dished Paul 

out a heaping dish full of homemade 

apple pie and a huge serving of 

vanilla ice-cream. 

 

 "You know," said Paul 

taking a fork-full of pie. "Johnny 

used to love your apple pie and ice-

cream. Remember the first time he 

had some." 

 

 "Yes, I do," said Mrs. 

Wilson. "It was his first Christmas. 

Remember the mess he made. He 

had the pie and ice-cream 

everywhere!" 

 

 "Nelly sure had one mess to 

clean up after that one," said Paul 

sadly. "Boy I sure do miss them."  A 

tear formed on the corner of his eye. 

He wiped it away with the back of 

his hand. 

 

 "It sure is hard on you, isn't 

it son?" asked Mrs. Wilson, sadly. 

 

 "It sure is," said Paul. "But, 

do you know something? It feels 

good to talk to someone about them. 

I've been keeping this all bottled up 

inside of me and it just isn't doing 

me any good." 

 

 "I'm here for you, son," 

said Mrs. Wilson. "Anytime 

you feel like talking, I'm here." 

 

 "Thanks, Mom," said Paul.  

Paul slept on the couch in the living 

room that night. When he woke up, 

he could smell his favorite 

Christmas breakfast cooking, 

peameal bacon and eggs. 

 

 "That smells delicious," said 

Paul, sitting down at the table a few 

minutes later. "Is that a turkey I 

smell, too?" 

 

 "It sure is," smiled Mrs. 

Wilson. "You can't have Christmas 

without a turkey." 

 

 Paul reached over and turned 

the radio on. "We can't have 

Christmas without Christmas carols, 

either," said Paul. 

 

 "Oh Paul," cried Mrs. 

Wilson. "Merry Christmas!" 
 

 "Merry Christmas to you 

too, Ma," said Paul. 
 

written by Debbie Williamson 



 

 

B R H E R O D I A S D A U G H T E R 

A  L L W I L D E R N E S S  R  I  D E P 

P R E A C H E D G O O D N E W S I H 

T F A F E E L I Z A B E T H E  L P A 

I T T O E R E P E N T A N C E A R R 

Z A H R D O D H O U S E S A L L I I 

E G E G E D B O A T Z I I M I A V S 

D W R I P S Y E L L E T S E G M E E 

J S G V O B S E A Y C D A L H B R E 

E A I E P I P U L L H O I S T F J S 

S L R N P R I S O N A M A H O R O A 

U V D E O T R K C X R C H A W O R D 

S A L S P H I I U B I A N I N G D D 

I T E S Y D T N S W A T E R I S A U 

D I D S U A W G T N H A S O P L N C 

E O O A P Y Q L S I N D S G H O L E 

Y N B E H E A D E D D A N C E O L E 

K H G O O W I L D H O N E Y P R I S 

There are many additional words in this puzzle that have nothing to 

do with the story of John the Baptist, so look out for the tricks.  

Circle the highlighted words below that relate to the story of John Baptist in 

this Christian word search puzzle, but watch out for the tricks.   Be sure to 

talk about all of these words when you finish. The words go across and 

down.                                                          (from Apple Sauce Kids, public domain) 

 

Preached Good News 

Elizabeth 

Baptized Jesus 

Led by the Spirit 

Repentance 

Beheaded 

Pharisees 

Clothes of Camel‘s 

Hair 

Zechariah 

Sin 

Forgiveness 

Salvation 

Dance 

Herod‘s Birthday 

Prison 

Locusts 

 

River Jordan 

Herodias Daughter 

Wild Homey 

Sadducees 

Leather Girdle 

Wilderness 

Water 

King 

Isaiah. 
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AVANTE  

Annie Preston 
 

BRENTWOOD 

Joyce Minnicks 

 Margurite Seely 
 

CYPRESS COVE 

George Cole 

Clay Spencer 
 

DIAMOND RIDGE  

Betty Duncan  

Frank Zack 
 

 HUNT RESIDENCE  

Bill Marquis 
 

SUGARMILL MANOR  

Marge Dilling 

Shirley Hart  

Grace Payne  
 

SUNFLOWER SPRINGS  

Ruth Eaton  

Fran Graham 

Joanna Miller 

Joan & Jack Ness 

Abbye Jean & Bill Richner 

 

WOODLAND TERRACE 

Shirley Weber. 

8  

Michelle & Ryan Selby  

~ 9 years ~  

12  

Joan & James Eyster  

~ 58 years ~  

Joyce & Jim Winder  

~ 52 years ~  

17  

Judith & William Busby  

~ 28 years ~  

Phyllis & Charles Dixon  

~ 23 years ~  

18  

Martha & Ernie Dorrell  

~ 51 years ~  

19  

Donna & Bud Ludwick  

~ 52 years  

20  

Carole Deyo-Fahl & Gunter Fahl  

~ 25 years ~  

Laurie & Larry Stainton  

~ 52 years ~  

21  

Jeannine & Jim Love  

~ 53 years ~  

22  

Kathy & Stephen Betsko 

~ 21 years ~ 

Lee & George Knerr  

~ 56 years ~  

Marge & Harold Swinson  

~ 66 years ~  

27  

Cheryl & Tom Smith  

~ 46 years ~  

28  

Kay & Lee Bast  

~ 55 years ~  

Judy & Bob Bunting  

~ 51 years ~  

Dee & Jim Green  

~ 16 years ~  

29 

Cranie & Kenneth Koellhoffer 

~ 44 years ~  

30  

Cee & Carl Merritt  

~ 39 years ~ . 
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I N  O UR P RA YE R S  

( a s  o f  1 1 / 8 / 2 0 1 1 )  



 

 
Thursday 1 

  9:00-Noon (Thrift Store) 

  9:00 Christmas Sign-ups 

  1:30 Serendipity Women 

  2:00 Green Team 

  7:00 Creative Worship 

  8:00 AA 

  8:00 Al-Anon 
 

Friday 2 
COUNCIL REPORTS DUE 

  GENESIS DEADLINE 
  9:00-Noon (Thrift Store) 

10:00 Wise Bible 

  2:30 Brown Bible 

  4:00 A/Video Rehearsal 
 

Saturday 3 
  8:00 Saturday Sisters 

  9:00-Noon (Thrift Store) 

10:30 Bereavement 

10:30 God‘s Clods 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

Sunday 4 
 COMMUNION SUNDAY 

  8:00 Traditional Worship 

  9:30 Sunday School 

  9:30 Traditional Worship 

10:45 New Beginnings 

11:00 Traditional Worship 
 

Monday 5 
  8:00 Work Crew 

  8:30 SHINE 

  8:30 Tracking Comm. 

  9:30 Visitation Comm. 

11:00 Exercise Class 

  1:00 Diabetes Support 

  1:00 Memory Lane Respite 

  4:00 Stephen Ministers 

 Tuesday 6 
  8:30 Orlando Bus Trip 

  9:00 WW PREP 

10:00 Staff Meeting 

10:00 UMW Exec. Meeting 

12:00 Weight Watchers 

  1:30 Stephen Ministers 

  3:00 Serendipity 

  3:00 Stephen Ministers 

  5:30 Weight Watchers 

  7:00 Serendipity 

 

Wednesday 7 
  7:00 Men‘s Prayer Group 

  9:30 Weight Watchers 

10:00 LaMountain Bible 

10:00 Siegel Bible 

  2:00 Spiritual Heart  

  3:00 Benson Bible 

  5:15 Music 

  5:30 WW DINNER 

  6:00 Bells 

  6:30 Youth Group 

  7:00 Choir 
 

Thursday 8 
  9:00-Noon (Thrift Store) 

  9:00 Backpackers (offsite) 

  9:15 Ruth Circle 

  7:00 COUNCIL 

  8:00 AA 

  8:00 Al-Anon 
 

Friday 9 
  9:00-Noon (Thrift Store) 

10:00 Wise Bible 

  1:00 NCCB Set-up 

  2:30 Brown Bible 

  4:00 A/Video Rehearsal 
 

Saturday 10 
  8:00 Serendipity Pancakes 

  8:00 Saturday Sisters 

  9:00-Noon (Thrift Store) 

  9:00 Red Cross CPR 

10:30 Bereavement 

  1:00 NCCB Set-up 
 

Sunday 11 
DISCRETIONARY SUNDAY 

  8:00 Traditional Worship 

  9:30 Sunday School 

  9:30 Traditional Worship 

10:45 New Beginnings 

11:00 Traditional Worship 

  2:30 NCC Band Concert 
 

Monday 12 
  8:00 Work Crew 

  8:30 SHINE 
  8:30 Tracking Committee 

  9:00 TOY PICKUP 

  9:30 Visitation Committee 

11:00 Exercise Class 

  1:00 Alzheimer Support 

  1:00 Memory Lane Respite 
   

Tuesday 13 
  9:30 Faith Hope Circle 

  9:30 Helping Hands Circle 

10:00 Staff Meeting 

12:00 Weight Watchers 

  1:00 Dorcas Circle 

  1:00 TOY SORT 

  2:00 Stewardship 

  3:00 Serendipity Bible 

  5:30 Weight Watchers 

  7:00 Salty Circle 

  7:00 Serendipity 
 

Wednesday 14 
  1:00 New Member Class 

  7:00 Men‘s Prayer Group 

  9:30 Weight Watchers 

10:00 LaMountain Bible 

10:00 Siegel Bible  

  1:00 Shawl Ministry 

  1:30 Toy Wrap 

  2:00 100th Anniv. Comm. 

  2:00 Spiritual Heart  

  3:00 Benson Bible 

  5:15 Music 

  6:00 Bells 

  6:30 Youth Group 

  7:00 Choir 
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 Thursday 15 
  9:00 Fold/Mail 

  9:00-Noon (Thrift Store) 

10:00 HOLIDAY GRIEF 

  1:30 Serendipity  

  3:00 Missions 

  3:30 Trustees 

  5:30 Wedding Rehearsal 

  7:00 Creative Worship 

  8:00 AA 

  8:00 Al-Anon 
 

 Friday 16 
  9:00-Noon (Thrift Store) 

10:00 Wise Bible 

  2:30 Brown Bible 

  4:00 A/Video Rehearsal 

  6:30 WEDDING 
 

Saturday 17 
  8:00 Saturday Sisters 

  8:30 Food PU/Sort 
  9:00-Noon (Thrift Store) 

10:30 Bereavement 

11:00 Toy/Food delivery 

   

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

Sunday 18 
PANTRY SUNDAY 

BOODMOBILE 

  8:00 Traditional Worship 

  9:30 Sunday School 

  9:30 Traditional Worship 

10:45 New Beginnings 

11:00 Traditional Worship 
  

  Monday 19 
  8:00 Work Crew 

  8:30 SHINE 

  8:30 Tracking Comm. 

  9:30 Visitation Comm. 

11:00 Exercise Class 

  1:00 Memory Lane Respite 

  4:00 Stephen Ministers 
 

 

Tuesday 20 
10:00 Staff Meeting 

12:00 Weight Watchers 

  1:30 Stephen Ministers 

  2:00 Finance Comm. 

  3:00 Serendipity  

  3:00 Stephen Ministers 

  5:30 Weight Watchers 

  7:00 Serendipity 
 

Wednesday 21 
  7:00 Men‘s Prayer Group 

  9:30 Weight Watchers 

10:00 LaMountain Bible 

10:00 Siegel Bible 

  2:00 Spiritual Heart  

  3:00 Benson Bible 

  3:00 Staff/Parish Relations 

  5:15 Music 

  6:00 Bells 

  6:30 Youth Group 

  7:00 Choir 
 

Thursday 22 
  9:00-Noon (Thrift Store) 

  8:00 AA 

  8:00 Al-Anon 
 

Friday 23 

OFFICE CLOSED 
  9:00 Our Father‘s Table 

  9:00-Noon (Thrift Store) 

10:00 Wise Bible 

  2:30 Brown Bible 

  4:00 A/Video Rehearsal 
 

Saturday 24 

CHRISTMAS EVE 
  8:00 Saturday Sisters 

  9:00-Noon (Thrift Store) 

  5:00 Christmas Service 

  7:00 Christmas Service 

11:00 Christmas Service 

 

 

 

 

Sunday 25 
CHRISTMAS DAY 

  9:30 Sunday School 

  9:30 Traditional Worship 

10:45 New Beginnings 
 

Monday 26 

OFFICE CLOSED 
  8:00 Work Crew 

  8:30 SHINE 
  8:30 Tracking Comm. 

  9:30 Visitation Comm. 

10:30 Stroke Support 

11:00 Exercise Class 

  1:00 Memory Lane Respite 
 

 Tuesday 27 
10:00 Staff Meeting 

12:00 Weight Watchers 

  3:00 Serendipity Bible 

  5:30 Weight Watchers 

  7:00 Serendipity 
 

Wednesday 28 
  7:00 Men‘s Prayer Group 

  9:30 Weight Watchers 

10:00 LaMountain Bible 

10:00 Siegel Bible  

  1:00 Shawl Ministry 

  2:00 Spiritual Heart  

  5:15 Music 

  6:30 Youth Group 
 

Thursday 29 
  9:00-Noon (Thrift Store) 

  8:00 AA 

  8:00 Al-Anon 
 

Friday 30 

OFFICE CLOSED 
  9:00-Noon (Thrift Store) 

10:00 Wise Bible 

  2:30 Brown Bible 

  4:00 A/Video Rehearsal 
 

Saturday 31 

  NEW YEAR’S EVE 

  8:00 Saturday Sisters 

  9:00-Noon (Thrift Store). 
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1  

Doris Kertesz  

Bill Strimska  

2  

Roland Alberle 

Martha Formender  

Rusty Harry  

Ron Phillips 

Phillip Rittgers  

4  

Bess Hoes  

Dorothy Nobles  

5  

Fred Casper  

Susan Dean  

Zane Megos  

6  

Charles Dixon  

Elizabeth Gaines  

Betty Huffstutler  

Dorothy Jones  

Melissa Pezzuti  

Vicky Post  

7  

Marybelle Baker  

Willy Pounderoyn  

8  

Ruth Anderson  

Abbye Jean Richner  

Jeana Stansbury  

 

 

9  

David Pirkle  

Marie Witham  

10  

Mary McCrea  

Glenn Seiler  

11  

Tom Williams  

12  

Betty Boekholder  

Carolyn Bright  

Buddy Hansen  

13  

Imogene Burnett  

14  

Wanda Ashley  

William Little  

Richard Shaffer  

16  

Maureen Guthrie  

Kenneth Will  

17  

Betty Davis  

Sandra Dewart  

18  

Edith Keilt Parker  

19  

Marjorie Beaman  

Phyllis Dixon  

20  

Marilyn Wells  
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Jessica Cocking  

Don Hand  

Malcolm Whetsone  

Lois Young  

22  

Sue Cloyd  

David Kegley  

Jim Potts  

23  

Mary Ellen Wais  

24  

Ted Archambault  

25  

Carolyn Huggins  

27  

Natasha Dawson  

Bill Gilbert  

Sasha Shuart  

Theresa Weber  

28  

Judith Huffer  

30  

Charlotte Gable  

Sebastian Kimble  

31  

Lisa Bentley  

Noel Bentley  

Dorothy Graham  

Sally Moore . 

 

ADVICE FOR GRANDMAS 
 

 My mother was in the bathroom, putting on her makeup.  My 

daughter, then in preschool, asked what it was for.  My mother answered, 

―when you get old, you have to wear makeup to cover your wrinkles.‖  

 My daughter replied, ―Well, it‘s not doing a very good job!‖ 
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Through Serendipity, the Holy 

Spirit is doing wonderful things. 
  

 December: I can't believe it! 

Where did 2011 go? When I stop and think 

about it, the realization of all that has 

transpired in October and November 

compels me to see that December is upon 

us. I do hope that you enjoyed your 

Thanksgiving turkey and all the fixin's, 

having family around, and/or good friends. 

 Whatever! For some reason, I look 

forward to December and the end of two 

months of RUSH!  But -- let me tell you the 

good news of Serendipity and what has 

been accomplished and how you have 

helped to make this a successful year. I 

repeat, You -- because it is you, each one of 

you, who has supported Serendipity -- all 

year long. It was your attendance at our 

pancake breakfasts. It was your donations 

which have helped our financial causes. It 

was your support of our help to the youth 

with their spaghetti dinner. Whatever we 

have done in 2011 in our attempts to help 

the needy . . you have reached out and 

supported our every effort. Praise the Lord 

for such as you ... a church family that 

gives, and gives, and gives again. How can 

we possibly thank you enough -- only 

through prayers for who you are and what 

you do. Whatever the need, you have been 

there for us. GOD BLESS YOU ALL! 

 Looking back on this year (still 

can't believe it's almost gone), Serendipity 

has grown in every aspect.   

 Early on, we were one group of 

about 20 active members. Beginning in 

early summer, we split into two groups, 

afternoon and evening, increasing our 

number to about 28.  Recently the third 

group, a Women's Serendipity, has 

restarted, and a youth group is being 

considered. All are focused upon Bible 

Study as it applies to their lives, using the 

same Serendipity  Bible. One of our men is 

currently mentoring male youth. 

 Financial and personal support has 

been given to numerous individuals in 

need, special services paid for, sponsoring 

the youth spaghetti dinner, sponsoring a 

new Christmas bazaar dinner for UMW, 

support for welfare agencies, such as the 

Sanctuary, Grace House, Nature Coast 

Ministries, etc. 

 Each month we find new ways to 

help others, the needy, the homeless, 

special services, and the list continues. 

There are so many in need, so many 

homeless, so many troubled, out of work, 

losing their way in life, physically and 

spiritually. We can help with your 

continued assistance. 

 I will take this opportunity to 

thank the women of UMW for their efforts 

in structuring and implementing a 

wonderful Christmas Bazaar, a part of two 

days. I have not heard actual results yet, but 

all reports have been extremely favorable . .  

excellent sales of books, gifts, Christmas 

items, etc.  

 115 tickets were sold for a first-

ever catered sit-down dinner, with 

entertainment, a nice evening get together 

with good food and great friends. Thanks to 

all who participated and to all who helped 

make the entire bazaar a success. A very 

special thanks to a fantastic group of 

faithful and dedicated Serendipity Men. 

 When we experience so many 

wonderful results throughout the year, we 

can only praise God. He is an awesome 

God! 

 To all you men, FUMC members 

and friends, won't you consider joining us 

in our Bible discussions and study, and in 

helping us to further our ministries. 

 

For Serendipity information,  

call Jim Potts, 382-1842. 
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Dear praying friends,  
 

 Itôs funny how our perspective 
changes on lifeôs events. Last month, 
Elaine was hospitalized again ï twice ï 
and we didnôt even send a bulletin out 
because itôs happened so many times 
over the past 14 months that it has 
become commonplace. Thatôs not a 
good thing, but it offers a bit of a 
glimpse of where we are at these days. 
Elaineôs health has been a challenging 
trial (to put it mildly) since the first 
hospitalization in September 2010, and 
the 5

th
 and 6

th
 hospitalizations in 

October 2011 were just another steep 
trail to ascend as we seek not only the 
peak of this large mountain but the 
other downward side that we hope 
includes a measure of improved health. 
Meanwhile, one of the most important 
pieces of ñgearò we can have on this 
climb is your prayers. Thanks for 
continuing to pray with us through 
these many months. 
       Praises  

Z      One of our teammates, Paul 
and Chaa Flack and their three young 
daughters, visited our team in Chiang 
Mai for a week last month with only 12 

of our 29 
team adults 
and children 
in attendance 
for various 
reasons). It 
was a great 

time to build relationships and learn 
more about how we can pray for the 
Flacks and encourage them. Please 
pray for their outreach ministries in 
southern Thailand (the city of Hat-Yai in 
Songkhla Province) to bear lasting fruit. 
Z      Another teammate family, Ric 

and Amy Kosanovic and their two 
daughters, were successful in 
obtaining a foundation visa  last 
month in Malaysia. Itôs a tremendous 

blessing to PIONEERS to have this 
reliable visa avenue up and running 
smoothly in Thailand. Please pray for 
Pioneers International Foundation to 
grow in its standing with the Thai 
government agencies with which we 
must interact regularly. 
Z      Elaine greatly enjoyed the 

opportunity to host another Cool 
Shade of Life Church (CSLC) teen 
group party on Sunday night 

The teens came to our house to 
play games, have lots of food and hear 
a unique Gospel presentation involving 
a pumpkin. Thais are always curious 
about farang (foreign) ways, and 
Halloween needs some redeeming! 
(Please pray for Phloy, the girl on the 
far left in the photo, who just started 
attending church and knows very little 
about Jesus.) 
Z      This monthôs cultural photo  

is ñshrine.ò   During 
the heavy flooding in 
Thailand last month, 
t h e  B a n g k o k 
M e t r o p o l i t a n 
Authority held a 
Brahman water-
lowering ceremony 
on Oct. 8 to beg 
Kang Ka, the river 
goddess, to quickly lower the 
floodwaters moving toward the capital 
city. Bangkokôs governor presided over 
the ceremony at the City Pillar. Please 
pray for the people of this land to be 
freed from such hopeless rituals. Pray 
also for relief from the floods, which 
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have impacted at least 10 million 
people (15% of the nation) and left 
almost 400 dead with weeks to go 
before the waters finally recede. (FYI, 
we were not personally impacted by the 
floods. Northern Thailand was only 
impacted for a few days by the flooding 
and is instead the provider of all this 
monsoon rainwater heading inexorably 
toward the sea.) 
Z      Praise God that Pastor Ogaat 

and Khruu Dtaay were able to take 
relief supplies to some flooding victims 
in Singburi Province (Pastor Ogaatôs 
birthplace) after CSLC had a special 
relief offering  last month. Check out 
h t tp : / /www. you tube .com /watch?
v=EoBygF-9uVs for a short video on 
their trip south on Oct. 24-25. 

Prayers  

Z      Elaineôs health is one of just 
two prayer requests that we would like 
to highlight this month because of the 
urgency involved. As mentioned, Elaine 
was hospitalized twice in October. This 
time, it was for cellulitis, a staph 
infection that affects the skinôs deeper 
layers (in this case, her left leg). She 
got out after five days only to return two 
days later in order to have minor 
surgery to incise and drain three 
abscesses, which was another five-day 
hospital stay. Now, weôre hoping the 
cellulitis and abscesses fully heal 
(although, given the past 14 months, 
we wouldnôt be surprised if they donôt). 
On top of Elaineôs remaining back pain 
from a six-month battle with spinal 
infection and a compression fracture, 
this has been another very stressful 
time for all of us. In addition, nobody 
has a clue how she got this (other than 
the fact that she has a suppressed 
immune system from so many drugs for 
other chronic health problems), so it 
could happen again. Please pray for us 
to persevere through these continuing 
health struggles, for our low emotional 
states to recover, and for the ability to 
pay for Elaineôs medical needs in 2012, 

when our health care deductibles 
double. Sigh. 
Z      Our one -time finances are 

the other major prayer request. While 
we are basically managing on a 
monthly basis despite being at 89% 
support ($700 a month short) due to the 
weak dollar, our one-time finances 
have become a bigger issue. We are 
now owed approximately $7,000 in 
ministry (business) reimbursements, 
and since we need to use pretty much 
every penny we get to cover our regular 
monthly budget, the possibility of ever 
seeing those reimbursements is quite 
small. Would you please pray that we 
would receive the needed one-time 
gifts over the next few months in order 
to be fully reimbursed? That will allow 
us to avoid using personal funds for 
ministry and to replenish some budget 
categories that are badly lacking at this 
point. If you would like to help, please 
send a check to PIONEERS, 10123 
William Carey Drive, Orlando, FL 
32832 USA. Attach a note saying it is a 
one-time gift for Joe & Elaine Henry 
(account #110798) but donôt write 
anything in the memo line of the check. 
Or, you can use that same info to give 
via the PIONEERS Web site at https://
w w 4 . p i o n e e r s . o r g / t a b i d / 2 1 5 /
Default.aspx?view=givinginfo&id=-
2&name=MISSIONARY. 

 

Until all have heard,  

Joe, Elaine, Brittany, Justin, 

Caleb & Jamie  

 

D i d  Y o u  K n o w é 

é that there are actually 12 claims 
concerning where the ñfirstò American 
Thanksgiving took place? Five of those 
claims are in Massachusetts, but seven 
others are in Florida, Virginia, Texas 
and Maine. Who knew?!? Check out 
h t tp : / / f ac t s . r andom h is to r y . com /
thanksgiving-facts.html for 35 other little
-known facts about Thanksgiving and 
have a blessed celebration this year. 
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SEE PAGE 8 FOR THEIR FIRST 

SNOW - 10-29TH! 
 

 

Dear Faithful Friends of FUMCH; 

          As the famous Christmas 

song reminds us…. ―It‘s the most 

wonderful time of the year.‖ Isn‘t 

that so true?  For many of us, this 

time of year is filled with wonder 

the joy in knowing why we 

celebrate Christmas and time with 

friends and family. We love the 

sounds and smells of the season and 

all that it brings into our homes. 

However, this isn‘t the case for so 

many others. Sveta is one of those 

who have not celebrated a lot of 

Christmases with any kind of joy!  

 Her story is one I can‘t 

imagine living. Some of her life was 

spent in a special ‗orphanage‘ for 

children whose parents can‘t or 

won‘t care for them. (They still 

exist.) It‘s not clear how long or 

when she lived there, but eventually 

returned home to a stepfather who 

began sexually abusing her around 

the age of 15. Not too many years 

later, her mother left this man and 

he took Sveta to be his ‗wife‘. They 

had a son together and over the 

years this ‗man‘ treated her as if she 

were worthless. For the next 19 

years, she was never to hear a word 

of love or encouragement. Never 

hugged or given the slightest word 

of thanks or praise.  When we first 

met, Sveta she could not look a 

person in the eye and held her head 

low when speaking to us.  Then she 

met her Savior and we watched a 

new life take shape. 2 Cor. 5:17 

states: ―Therefore, if anyone is in 

Christ, he is a new creation; the old 

has gone, the new has come!” No 

truer words could be spoken; she 

grows stronger in her understanding 

of the Word each day and anyone 

who knew her before just marvel at 

the changes!  

 Unfortunately, not all stories 

have such beautiful endings. We 

shared in our last letter about an 

apartment ‗building‘ called the ‗ant 

hill.‘  You may remember that the 

folks who live there were actually 

being respectful during studies and 

prayer times held in one of the 

apartments. Over the last weeks, 

crime and drunkenness have 

increased. You‘ll also recall several 

families from the fellowship live 

there and all have young children. 

One mother shared how her 

daughter will often cry herself to 

sleep; afraid of what she‘s hearing 

outside her door. We know the 

enemy does not want this 

neighborhood to change. So many 

are bound in alcoholism, one could 

lose hope. We‘re so blessed to know 

where our hope really comes from! 

We continue to lift the people here 

to the only One who can change 

their lives!! 

 Another area we ask for 

prayer in is for the children here. 

We‘ve heard several stories lately of 

parents having their children taken 
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by the State because the parents are 

always drunk. We‘re aware of two 

separate situations where the 

children will most likely never be 

returned to their parents. Our hearts 

are broken to even think of such a 

situation…we know our Heavenly 

Father cares for and protects his 

little ones and hold onto those truths 

with much prayer as well. 

 On a much lighter note….we 

were given a wonderful opportunity 

to do something for the community 

through a project this last month. 

There‘s a small music/art school 

which has around 150 students 

weekly. We had met the director of 

the school and felt we could 

approach her with our idea. The 

building is very old and in need of 

repair so we felt we could help by 

purchasing new windows and 

adding some siding to the building. 

This will not only keep the warmth 

in but also will give the school a 

much needed modern look.  As of 

this writing the project is not yet 

complete…we‘re waiting on some 

of the last pieces for around the 

windows and front door. For further 

updates on this you can check out 

our blog, 

 http://klwooster.blogspot.com/ 

 It‘s unbelievable how fast 

this past year has gone by. It seems 

like it was only yesterday that we 

were in Homosassa enjoying some 

time with you in fellowship and 

worship! Our desire is that you are 

encouraged and informed through 

these updates. That you get a small 

glimpse as to what is happening 

with the work you are all very much 

a part of here in Siberia. Without 

your support and prayers, this work 

would not be possible. THANK 

YOU!  

 S i n c e  C h r i s t m a s  i s 

celebrated on January 7th here, we‘ll 

be making preparations as you are 

sitting down with family and friends 

in the U.S. Our prayer is one of 

many blessings to each of you as 

you gather to remember the true 

‗reason for the season‘!!  

The virgin will be with child 

and will give birth to a son, and 

they will call him Immanuel —

which means, “God with us.” Matthew 

1:18   What a wonderful gift we‘ve 

been given!  

Merry Christmas dear friends! 

Kevin & Laura Wooster 
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HELP  SWEETEN 

CHRISTMAS  FOR 

INMATES IN LANCASTER 

AND CITRUS COUNTY  

 In what has become an 

annual event, we have been asked to 

provide 1,000 candy bars for the 

inmates‘ Christmas packages at 

Lancaster Correctional Institution, 

and 700 for Citrus County. 

 The Mission Committee is 

asking the congregation to bring 

standard size (2.7 oz.) Snickers 

candy bars to the church services on 

Nov. 27, Dec. 4, and Dec. 11.  

Officials point out it is very 

important that all the bars be of the 

same kind and size to insure that 

everyone knows they are being 

treated equally. 

 A box in which to place the 

candy bars will be located in the 

church narthex.  Cash donations 

are also welcomed, and businesses 

in the area will be asked to assist. 

 Each candy bar will be 

wrapped with an appropriate 

message written by our pastor.  

Prison chaplains have stated the 

modest gifts are very meaningful 

because it shows that people on the 

outside do care. 

 The Mission Committee 

will welcome volunteers to 

help wrap the candy bars 

at 3 p.m. - Thursday 

December 15. 
 

 

Thank you, Jack Radabaugh 

Nancy Nehring 

6148 W. Edgemoor Court 

Crystal River, FL  34429 

794-3369 

Transfer from Pt. Charlotte, FL 

Dorothy (Dottie) Kelly 

5132 S. Austin Point 

Homosassa, FL  34446 

628-0474 

Transfer from Verona, WI 

 

 

 

'Friends are angels who lift 

us to our feet when our 

wings  have t rouble 

remembering how to fly.' 

There is no beginning or 

end.  

Yesterday is history. 

 

Tomorrow is a mystery.   
 

Today is a gift! 

2.7 oz. 

WELCOME  NEW  MEMBERS  



 

 

 

OLD PERSON PRIDE  
 

I'm passing this on as I did not want 

to be the only old person receiving 

it. Actually, it's not a bad thing to be 

called, as you will see.  

¶ Old People are easy to spot 

at sporting events; during the 

playing of the National Anthem, 

Old People remove their caps and 

stand at attention and sing without 

embarrassment. They know the 

words and believe in them.  

¶ Old People remember World  

War II, Pearl Harbor, Guadalcanal, 

Normandy and Hitler. They 

remember the Atomic Age, the 

Korean War, The Cold War, the Jet 

Age and the Moon Landing. They 

remember the 50 plus Peacekeeping 

Missions from 1945 to 2005, not to 

mention Vietnam.  

¶ If you bump into an Old 

Person on the sidewalk he will 

apologize.  If you pass an Old 

Person on the street, he will nod or 

tip his cap to a lady.  

 

¶ Old People hold the 

door for the next person and 

always, when walking, make certain 

the lady is on the inside for 

protection.  

¶ Old People get embarrassed 

if someone curses in front of women 

and children and they don't like any 

filth or dirty language on TV or in 

movies.  

¶ Old People have moral 

courage and personal integrity. They 

seldom brag unless it's about their 

children or grandchildren.  

¶ It's the Old People who 

know our great country is protected, 

not by politicians, but by the young 

men and women in the military 

serving their country. 

 

This country needs Old People with 

their work ethic, sense of 

responsibility, pride in their country 

and decent values.  We need them 

now more than ever. 
 

Thank God for Old People!   

Are You a Proud One? 
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THANK YOU! 
 

 

Thank you so much for the 

love, prayers, and cards. 
 

They are all very much 

appreciated! 
 

Janette McDougal 

 

A  Hug is like….. 

 a perfect  gift!  
 

One  size fits all and nobody 

minds if you exchange  it. 
 

DEDICATED to 

Catherine Wisehart…. 

Give her a hug today!! 



 

 
Intervention:    
 Webster’s Unabridged Dictionary defines intervention as the ―interference of 

one state in the affairs of another.‖  Satan has his own ―intervention‖ program.  He loves 

to intervene in the lives of Christians so he can cause them to do his will instead of the 

will of God. 

 Blaise Pascal is reported to have said, ―All human evil comes from a single 

cause, man‘s inability to sit still in a room.‖  I am convinced that part of Satan‘s 

intervention plan is to keep God‘s people so frenetically busy, so occupied with the 

things of this world, that they will have no time or energy left to devote to their spiritual 

lives. 

 As I was writing this chapter, a friend sent me a devotional that reminded me of 

the subtlety of this strategy.  The devotional imagines Satan addressing a worldwide 

convention of demons and promising them victory in believers‘ lives if they will 

faithfully do the following twelve things: 

1. Keep them busy with nonessentials. 

     2. Tempt them to overspend and go into debt. 

     3. Make them work long hours to maintain empty lifestyles. 

     4. Discourage them from spending family time, for when homes disintegrate there‘s 

no refuge from work. 

     5. Over-stimulate their minds with television and computers so that they can‘t hear 

God speaking to them. 

     6. Fill their coffee tables and nightstands with newspapers and magazines so they‘ve 

no time for Bible reading. 

     7. Flood their mailboxes with sweepstakes, promotions and get-rich-quick schemes; 

keep them chasing material things. 

     8. Put glamorous models on TV and on magazine covers to keep them focused on 

outward appearances; that way they‘ll be dissatisfied with themselves and their mates. 

     9. Make sure couples are too exhausted for physical intimacy; that way they‘ll be 

tempted to look elsewhere. 

   10. Emphasize Santa and the Easter bunny; that way you‘ll divert them from the real 

meaning of the holidays. 

   11.  Involve them in ―good‖ causes so they won‘t have time for ―eternal‖ ones. 

   12. Make them self-sufficient.  Keep them so busy working in their own strength that 

they‘ll never know the joy of God‘s power working through them. 

 The devotional concludes, ―Have you figured out the difference between being 

busy and being successful in what God‘s called you to do?  Sometimes being ―B-U-S-Y 

just means Being Under Satan‘s Yoke!‖ 

 Satan prods us to clutter our lives with a frenzy of programs, hobbies, activities, 

entertainment, sports, and useless Internet trivia--not to mention the accumulation of 

things that keep us occupied with maintenance and payments.  The devil‘s fiery darts 

come in all shapes and sizes, not the least of which are the darts of distraction.  And he 

fires them relentlessly with the ultimate goal of destroying God‘s people. 

 The only way to protect oneself from Satan‘s infiltration is to be on the side of 

the One who is more powerful than he is: ―because He who is in you is greater than he 

who is in the world‖  (1 John 4:4). 

(submitted by Peggy Benson) 
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ALTERNATIVE 

CHRISTMAS GIFTS 
DECEMBER 11, 2011 

 It‘s hard to believe we‘re so 

close to the holiday season – the 

season of giving and sharing. With 

so many people in need, our church 

is offering an opportunity on 

December 11, 2011 to reach out and 

make a difference. Many of us have 

friends or relatives that we want to 

remember for the holidays but have 

no idea what to give them. Why not 

give a gift card letting them know 

that you gave a donation in their 

name. The gift card explains the 

mission and how the gift will be 

used to help a struggling family.  

 Habitat for Humanity is a 

wonderful non-profit ecumenical 

Christian housing ministry. Habitat 

builds simple, decent, affordable 

houses that are sold to families in 

need. There is no profit added to the 

sale price and no interest charged on 

the mortgage. Partner families 

invest hundreds of hours of their 

own labor, called sweat equity, into 

building their homes and the homes 

of others, and their monthly house 

payments are returned to a revolving 

fund for Humanity that is used to 

build more houses. Wouldn‘t you 

like to buy a bathroom sink, toilet, 

or hammer and nails?  

 We have more than enough 

food to feed every hungry person in 

the U.S. and yet there are over 36 

million Americans threatened by 

hunger every day. The Society of 

St. Andrews is a national 

hunger relief organization that 

feeds hungry Americans. This is 

done by salvaging nutritious 

produce that would otherwise go to 

waste. Each $12.00 donation helps 

provide about 800 servings of 

nourishing food and also honors a 

family member or a friend. 

 Hei f er  In ternat iona l 

provides food for the hungry, 

income to lift families out of 

poverty, and hope where families 

have known despair. This is done 

with gifts of livestock and training. 

There are heifers that give milk, 

chickens that produce eggs, sheep 

that provide wool, llamas that 

produce wool, beehives that produce 

honey and beeswax, oxen to pull 

plows and carts. These animals are 

referred to as living loans because in 

exchange for receiving their animal 

and training in it‘s care, each family 

agrees to give one of its animal‘s 

offspring to another family in need. 

They are also given vegetable seeds 

and fruit tree saplings. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 God bless you all and thank 

you for thoughtfully considering 

these gift-giving opportunities. 

 

Shirley Shrader 
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            OLD PHOTOS NEEDED 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
  

 As part of our centennial celebration coming up in March of 2012, 

we plan to put together a collection of photos and video clips of our 

church's history, to be shown during the celebration events.   Copies of the 

photo program we create will be copied onto CDs and provided to 

participants in the events.    

 So, we are looking for images of our church physical facilities, 

activities, ministries, events, programs, celebrations, officers and such 

from the past 100 years.    Photos from any time period are welcome, but 

as you might guess, we have very few images to choose from that are 

more than 10 years old.   If you have photos or videos of anything that you 

think might be suitable, we would really appreciate being able to borrow 

them briefly so that we can make copies to be included in the program.   

We can use prints, slides, video clips - color or black and white - in almost 

any format you may have.  

 You may call either Dave Marquis at 382-5560 or Bill Gilbert at 

382-4304 for more information or to arrange pick-up, or you can drop off 

photos and videos at the church office.  If you drop them off, please be 

sure to label them as "Centennial Photos", and include your name so we 

can return them to you promptly.   Thanks in advance for any help you can 

give us on this project.  
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NEW ADDRESS 
 

Mrs. Dorothy K. Wolf 

5800 Old Providence Road 

#5303 

Charlotte, NC  28226 
 

Dorothy is a former long-time 

member who lost her husband 

recently.  Please send her best 

wishes in her new home. 

 

NEW ADDRESS 
 

Irene Stone 

386 Main Street 

Pleasant Plains, AR  72568 
 

1-501-345-2846 

irenestone5@yahoo.com 

birthday:  6.16.1920 
 



 

 

Now this is…. 

The Living Bible 
 

 His name is Tim. He has 

wild hair, wears a T-shirt with holes 

in it, jeans, and no shoes. This was 

literally his wardrobe for his entire 

four years of college.  He is 

brilliant. Kind of profound and very, 

very bright. He became a Christian 

while attending college. 

 Across the street from the 

campus is a well-dressed, very 

conservative church. They want to 

develop a ministry to the students 

but are not sure how to go about it.  

One day Tim decides to go there. 

He walks in with no shoes, jeans, 

his T-shirt, and wild hair. The 

service has already started and so 

Tim starts down the aisle looking 

for a seat. 

 The church is completely 

packed and he can't find a seat. By 

now, people are really looking a bit 

uncomfortable, but no one says 

anything.  Tim gets closer and 

closer and closer to the pulpit, and 

when he realizes there are no seats, 

he just squats down right on the 

carpet. 

 By now the people are really 

uptight, and the tension in the air is 

thick.  About this time, the minister 

realizes that from way at the back of 

the church, a deacon is slowly 

making his way toward Tim. 

 Now the deacon is in his 

eighties, has silver-gray hair, and a 

three-piece suit. A godly man, very 

elegant, very dignified, very 

courtly. He walks with a cane 

and, as he starts walking toward this 

boy, everyone is saying to 

themselves that you can't blame him 

for what he's going to do. 

How can you expect a man of his 

age and of his background to 

understand some college kid on the 

floor?  It takes a long time for the 

man to reach the boy. 

 The church is utterly silent 

except for the clicking of the man's 

cane.  All eyes are focused on him. 

You can't even hear anyone 

breathing.  The minister can't even 

preach the sermon until the deacon 

does what he has to do. 

 And now they see this 

elderly man drop his cane on the 

floor. With great difficulty, he 

lowers himself and sits down next to 

Tim and worships with him so he 

won't be alone. 

 Everyone chokes up with 

emotion.  When the minister gains 

control, he says, 'What I'm about 

to preach, you will never 

remember. What you have just 

seen, you will never forget.'  'Be 

careful how you live. You may be 

the only Bible some people 

will ever read!' 
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