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     Last year Iris and I had an opportunity to lead a group of Church members on a trip 

to some of the greatest sites of the Christian church including Greece, Egypt and Israel. 

It was a lot of work getting it together, talking about where we were going and what we 

would see, etcetera.  We had a great time.  I enjoyed it very much and learned a lot, but 

it was over and done with in just two weeks.  One of the things that made all the work 

and effort worthwhile was the time of anticipation and preparation.  We had fun just 

getting ready for what was to come.  Packing, getting documents in order, going over 

the layout of the ship that would be traveling on all took time and energy.  Yes, there 

was some worry about planes being on time and what we would encounter when we 

were there, but even that was part of the anticipation.  

 

 

     In the same way, brides are surprised when I tell them that the wed-

ding service takes only seven to ten minutes.  All that work and money 

for ten minutes?  But of course, it is much more than that;  it is also the 

joy and love that goes into getting ready for the ten minutes and the 

activities that surround it. 

 

 

     Christmas is coming ï but it is not here yet!  This is the time of an-

ticipation, of preparation.  This is the season of Advent, the four Sundays before Christ-

mas day when we prepare our hearts and minds for the coming (again) of the Christ 

into our lives.  If we push Christmas too hard, we miss out on all the fun of getting 

ready for that wonderful day, and it will be too soon gone.  Donôt rush Advent.  Donôt 

pass it up by singing Christmas Carols too soon.  Take time to anticipate Christmas and 

the wonder of the gift that we have been given in Jesus Christ. Take time for Advent. 

Take time to prepare yourself for the wonder and joy of the 

birth of the King of Kings. 

 

 



 

 

E.B.A.D.O.C. 
 

ñEveryone Becoming A Disciple of Christò 
 

The purpose of an organizationôs mission statement is to give it direction, focus, 

and motivation.  It clearly states why an organization exists and what it intends to 

accomplish in the future.  The mission  statement of the First United Methodist 

Church of  Homosassa was adopted on January 27, 2005.  All of us need to memo-

rize the mission statement and do all that we can to make it a reality in our lives. 

The Purpose of Genesis Is To: 
 

     NOTIFY  its readers of what has 

happened, what is happening and what 

is scheduled to happen. 

     EDIFY believers by printing mate-

rial that encourages and strengthens 

their Christian walk. 

     GLORIFY God by being one of His 

instruments of communication at 

FUMCH and wherever else he may 

choose to spread the Word through this 

publication. 

 

CHURCH OFFICE  
 

Phone:  (352) 628-4083 

Fax:      (352) 628-9086 
 

WEBSITE 

www.1umc.org 
 

OUR AWESOME STAFF 
 

PASTOR 

Rev. Mark Whittaker  
 

ADMINISTRATOR  

Theresa Weber 
 

BOOKKEEPER  

Sandy Dewart 
 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION  

Patience Nave 
 

MUSIC DEPARTMENT  

Dixie Lay 

Joy Potts 

Dayna Middlebrooks 
 

PARISH NURSE 

Karen Kline  
 

PARISH VISITOR  

Peggy Benson 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL SUPERINTEDENT  

& NURSERY SUPERVISOR 

Sandra Tam 
 

YOUTH COORDINATOR  

Crystal Wiseman 
 

SOUND TECHNICIAN  

Sharon Cooley 
 

NIGHT SECURITY  

Michael Rodgers 
 

CUSTODIAN 

Dale Evans 
 

TRAVEL WITH FRIENDS  

   

TWO-TAILS ELEPHANT RANCH  

Tuesday, January 18, 9:45 a.m. 
After lunch at the Ivy House in Willis-

ton and a short visit to area antique 

shops, we will tour the ranch and learn 

all about elephants from one of the 

worldôs greatest experts.  Cost: $20 

(lunch on your own).  Checks, payable 

to FUMC and given to Ann Morrison, 

on or before January 10, 2011.  

  

Future trips: 

  

Historic Bok Tower and Gardens 

March 2011, Date to be announced 
Walk through the beautiful gardens with 

azaleas and rhododendrons in bloom, 

along with many other spring flowers. 

Throughout the sanctuary the 60-bell 

carillon can be heard. 

  

SHOW PALACE AND DINNER 

THEATRE IN HUDSON  

April 2011, Date to be announced 
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Is it Cold or Flu? 

 

Flu season peaks in January and February, 

but can vary from season to season. Are 

you ready?  The Centers for Disease Con-

trol and Prevention (CDC) expects that the 

H1N1 flu from 2009 will continue to 

spread during the 2010-2011 flu season 

along with the other seasonal viruses. The 

flu vaccine this year protects against three 

different flu viruses: H3N2, influenza B, 

and H1N1. 

 

Other preventative steps against the flu 

include everyday measures such as; eating 

a balanced diet, getting plenty of sleep and 

exercise,  reducing stress, avoiding 

crowded areas, washing your hands fre-

quently with soap and water, covering 

your mouth with your arm when you 

cough or sneeze and staying home if you 

arenôt feeling well.    

 

It is important to know the differences 

between cold and flu symptoms. Cold and 

flu are both respiratory illnesses caused by 

different viruses. Symptoms for both are 

similar so it is sometime hard to tell based 

on symptoms alone. If you are over 65, 

have chronic medical conditions such as 

diabetes, kidney dysfunction, asthma, or 

weakened immune systems it is wise to 

check with your doctor early. Doctors may 

order various tests which would enable 

them to order antiviral medications which 

can reduce the severity of the flu and pro-

mote faster healing. 

 

Cold symptoms generally last about 

a week. You may have a mild fever 

and/or headache, mild body aches 

and pains, sore throat, sneezing, stuffy 

nose, cough, sinus congestion. Flu symp-

toms are usually more severe, last longer, 

with higher fevers, headache, exhaustion, 

moderate to severe body aches, and maybe 

stuffy nose, sneezing, sore throat and 

cough. Complications from the flu can be 

sinusitis, bronchitis, pneumonia and may 

be life threatening.   

 

When in doubt, see your doctor. 
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Karen Kline  

 



 

 

Within the Church  

Greeters 

Ushers 

Music Ministries 

Attendance Tracking 

Biblical Travel Ministry 

Blood Bank 

Christian Education 

Communion Stewards 

Counters 

Disaster Relief Programs 

Flower Arranging Ministry 

Folding & Mailing 

Funeral Receptions 

Genesis Newsletter 

Library 

Lenten Soup Suppers 

Online Picture Directory 

Parish Nurse Ministry 

Prayer Ministry 

Singles Ministry 

Stewardship 

Audio-Video Ministry 

UMW Circles 

United Methodist Women 

Visitation Care Group 

Wednesday Night Dinners 

Youth Ministry 
 

Outreach Ministries 

Annual Seminar for Elder Needs 

Bus Ministry 

Disaster Relief & Response Team 

Godôs Clods (Clown Ministry) 

Health Related Workshops 

Hugs for Soldiers 

Knit for Kids Ministry 

Lindaôs Loaves 

Menôs Monday Morning Work Group 

Menôs Wed Morning Prayer Breakfast 

Missionaries to Haiti, Siberia, and Thailand 

Nursing Home Ministries 

Parish Nurse 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 

Prison Ministry 

Shut-In Visitation 

Stephen Ministry 

Tuned To Revival Quartet 

Thrift Shop 

Volunteers in Missions 

Vacation Bible School 

Welcome Bags World 

State Travel Groups 

  

Small Groups 

 Bereavement Group 

Cancer Survivor 

Contemporary Issues 

Individual Bible Study Groups 

Fibromyalgia Support Group 

PAWS 

Saturday Sisters 

Serendipity 

  

Discipleship Classes 

 Companions in Christ 

Disciple I & IV 

  

Benevolences 

 CROP Walk 

Equipment for Handicapped 

Food Pantry 

Habitat for Humanity 

Holiday Food Baskets 

Methodist Childrenôs Home 

Salvation Army 

SHARE 

St. Andrewôs Mission 

The Heifer Project 

The Path 

Toys for Children 

 Community Outreach 

AA 

Al -Anon 

After school tutoring 

Camp-E-Nini-Hassee 

FCAT tutoring 

Hospice 

Isaiahôs Place 

Kiwanis Breakfast 

Our Fatherôs Table 
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WALKING ON THE PATH  

Patience Nave 

 

Walking on the Pathðfor the Last Time 

Patience Nave 

 

The Lord said to Abram, "Leave your 

country, your people and your father's 

household and go to the land I will show 

you. . . . So Abram left, as the Lord had 

told him."     

    

  Genesis 12:1. 4 

 

 This story has long intrigued me!  

Abram was a man in the earliest history of 

mankind, who lived among pagans in a 

polytheistic culture, long before the ap-

pearance of the ones we often read about 

in the Hebrew history of the Old Testa-

ment.  There in that pagan land, Almighty 

God told him to get up and go.  He didn't 

ask where, when, or why.  The Scripture 

just says, "So he left." 

 

 God had made an incredible 

promise to him (verses 2 and 3), but I feel 

sure Abram did not understand the import 

of the words!  The blessing God pro-

nounced was one that would impact the 

worldðeven usðas God fulfilled his 

promise to make of Abram a nation too 

great to imagine.  Through that nation 

would come The Christ, and through that 

Christ, the church, and through that church 

blessing to the world!  (If you read He-

brews, you'll find that we are recipients of 

that blessing as heirs of Abraham through 

our faith.) 

 

  

 

Isn't that amazing?  Yet Abram asked ab-

solutely nothing of Godðnot even that he 

would identify himself in some special 

way.  He just did as he was told! 

 

 Being a pretty pragmatic person, I 

want reasons for doing things.  I want to 

know what our goals are when we begin a 

project.  I want to know how we are going 

to accomplish something when we travel 

to Haiti.  I ask where the money will come 

from to finish whatever task I begin.  But 

not Abram! 

 

 So I asked God about this Abram 

faith some time back.  "What kind of faith 

does it take to hear you say, 'Get up and 

go,' and then to just do it."  And now I am 

learning!  My move to Greensboro does 

not require me to pack up my camels!  I 

don't have enough water to get across a 

desert.  But I am learning that I have to let 

my faith take me where my reason would 

never dare to go.  With no phone number, 

with no idea where I will live, with limited 

understanding about what I will be doing, 

and with a certain amount of shock that 

God would ask someone as old as I to "get 

up and go," I'll be leaving soon.  (In fact, 

by the time you read this I will be gone.)   

 

 And as I pack, my heart is sing-

ing, He who began a good work in you 

will complete it to the end" (Philippians 

1:6), and "Faithful is he who called you. 

He will also do it" (I Thessalonians 5:24).  

How can that be?  Deep in the pit of my-

self I know that God would not ask me to 

do something that he had not provided for!  

I am embarking on an exciting journey! 

 

Prayer:  Father, as I go, I trust your hand 

of guidance on my going.  And as I leave, I 

trust your hand of blessing on those whom 

I love and leave behind.  Amen.  
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REVISED  DATES  FOR  SNICKERS  

CANDY  BARS 

COLLECTIONS:  NOV. 28,  DEC. 5  &  DEC. 12 

      A change in plans called for moving  back one 

week the collection of Snickers candy bars.  The new 

dates for bringing your Snicker bars to church are the 

following Sundays:  Nov. 28, Dec. 5 and Dec. 12. 

     Again this year the Missions Committee has been 

asked  to provide 1000 candy bars for the inmates 

Christmas packages at Lancaster Correctional Institution and 700 for the Citrus County 

Detention Center.     The Missions Committee is asking the congregation to bring stan-

dard size (2.07 oz.) Snickers Candy bars.  Officials point out it is very important that all 

the bars be of the same kind and size to insure that everyone knows they are being 

treated equally.   

     A box in which to place the candy bars will be located in the church narthex.  Cash 

donations are welcomed.  Businesses in the area will be asked to assist.   

     Each candy bar will be wrapped with an appropriate Christmas message written by 

our pastor.  Prison chaplains have stated these modest gifts are very meaningful be-

cause it shows people on the outside do care. 

      The Missions Committee would welcome volunteers to help wrap the candy bars at 

3 p.m., Thursday, Dec. 16. 
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SHARE FLORIDA 

 

SHARE Florida is a non-profit organization that rewards personal community involve-

ment with a substantial savings on delicious food and groceries.  SHARE encourages 

its members to donate their time to a worthy cause within our community. 

 

SHARE has no income requirements, and they reach across Florida through commu-

nity locations like ours. We do not share our personal information with anyone. 

 

SHAREôs volume power-buying allows them to buy direct with national food dis-

tributors. Their non-profit status and the staff of volunteers keep them heading in the 

right direction, heads and shoulders above the discount buying clubs and grocery 

stores. SHARE has been helping people save money on their food cost since 1990. 

  

Their food is very good and the produce is always fresh.  There is no minimum to buy -

- you may buy however much you would like. 

 

The starting point is $20.00 for the basic which includes a basic fruit and veggie pack.  

You can also order online if that would make it easier for you, and then pick it up with 

us at the church on D-Day which is Saturday, December 18, 2010.  

www.shareflorida.org 

Order days are 12/1 and 12/4 for December 

At this time I would like to thank everyone for the great welcome and all the support 

you have given me as I take this over.  Please know I really appreciate it, and hope to 

keep going strong. 



 

 

ALTERNATIVE CHRISTMAS 

GIFTS 

DECEMBER 12, 2010 

 

      Wouldnôt you love to make a differ-

ence in someoneôs life in a positive way?  

We will have an opportunity on December 

12th to do that very thing.  By giving fami-

lies in need a 

hand-up, not 

just a hand-out, 

we can em-

power them to 

turn a life of 

hunger, pov-

erty, and home-

lessness into 

one of inde-

pendence and 

self-reliance.  Many of us have a list of 

people that we want to remember at 

Christmas but have no idea what to get 

them.  Why not give a gift card letting 

them know that, in their names, youôve 

given a gift that will keep on growing.  

The card explains the mission and how the 

gift will make a difference to the strug-

gling family. 

      

Habitat for Humanity is a wonderful non-

profit ecumenical Christian housing minis-

try.  Habitat builds simple, decent, afford-

able houses that are sold to families in 

need.  There is no profit added to the sale 

price, and no interest charged on the mort-

gage.  Partner 

families invest 

hundreds of 

hours of their 

own labor ï 

sweat equity ï 

into building 

their homes and 

the homes of 

others, and their 

monthly house 

payments are 

returned to a 

revolving fund 

for Humanity that is used to build more 

houses.  Wouldnôt you like to buy a 

kitchen sink, a toilet, or a bag of nails?   

       

Did you know there are over 36 million 

Americans threatened by hunger, yet there 

is more than enough wasted food to feed 

every hungry person in the U.S.? 

   

The Society of 

St. Andrews is 

a national hun-

ger relief or-

ganization that 

feeds hungry 

A m e r i c a n s .  

This is done by 

salvaging nu-

tritious pro-

d u c e  t h a t 

would other-

wise go to 

waste.  Each 

$12.00 donation helps provide about 800 

servings of nourishing food and also hon-

ors a family member or friend. 

 

 Heifer International provides food for the 

hungry, income to lift families out of pov-

erty and hope where families have known 

despair.  This is done with gifts of live-

stock and training.  There are heifers that 

give milk, chickens that produce eggs, 

sheep that provide wool, llamas that pro-

duce wool, beehives that produce honey 

and beeswax, oxen to pull plows and carts.  
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UNITED METHODIST 

WOMEN  
 

                 STAY IN THE LOOP 

 

Homosassa United Methodist Women is a 

5-STAR UNIT. Donôt know what that 

means?  Itôs simple! If our unit gives to 

each of the following channels of giving 

and increases our pledge, we are consid-

ered a 5-Star Unit. AND it is the first step 

in becoming a MISSION TODAY Unit. 

Pledge to Mission through the District 

Give to World Thank Offering 

Give a Gift in Memory Card 

Designate someone with a Special Mis-

sion Recognition Pin 

Give a Gift to Mission Card  

 RAINBOW GIVERS:  These are 

individual members who give through 

the same channels listed above but it is a 

personal choice. 

  PROUD TO BE PRESIDENT OF 

HOMOSASSA UNITED METHODIST 

WOMEN 

 Five members of our local Unit 

recently attended the Gulf Central Dis-

trict Annual Meeting at Pasadena Com-

munity United Methodist Church in St. 

Petersburg. It was a memorable day for 

our Unit as we were recognized as a 

Platinum Level MISSION TODAY 

UNIT, the highest level we could attain.  

There were only five units that received 

this award. 

We were also awarded certificates for 

Mission Studies completed on the topics 

ñThe Beauty and Courage of Sudanò and 

ñFood and Faithò.  

We had seven Reading Program partici-

pants. It was announced at the meeting 

that Nancy Pearo and one other woman 

from First Dunedin were the only mem-

bers who completed Plan 4 of the pro-

gram which is to read 20 books for the 

year. Thatôs a lot of reading! 

We are a 5-STAR UNIT and two of our 

members, Barbara Jackson and Nancy 

Pearo, were awarded RAINBOW 

GIVER pins 

Lori DeClue, District Coordinator 

of Spiritual Growth, gave the De-

votions at the meeting and helped to lead 

the Communion Service. 

 It is gratifying to be recognized 

for service projects and to know that Ho-

mosassa is a part of undesignated mis-

sions throughout the world. 

 

                NEWS & NOTES 

 

 Christmas Pot Luck Luncheon for 

all Circles will be held on Saturday, De-

cember 11, 2010 at 11:30 am in Room 

114. Helen Swett, former Conference 

Vice President will be the installing offi-

cer of our Unitôs Officers for 2011.  Faith 

Hope Circle are the hostesses for the 

luncheon.  Members who completed the 

Reading Program will receive their cer-

tificates at this meeting. 

 THANK YOU to everyone who 

helped with the UMW Annual Bazaar on 

November 6th. We appreciate the patron-

age from church and community mem-

bers who support this fundraiser.  . 
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If you enjoy knitting or cro-

cheting, please join us in the 

Conference Room on the 

2nd and 4th Wednesdays 

from 1ð2:30. 

Members of the Visitation 

Committee deliver shawls to 

those who are undergoing a 

difficult time.  Also if a 

church member has a friend 

or loved one that you would 

like to send a shawl to, 

please contact Ann Morri-

son, 382-2923, or the church 

office. 
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Through Serendipity, the Holy Spirit is 

doing wonderful things. 

 

Only because this morning's temperature 

outside is 46 degrees with a forecast of 36 

tomorrow, do I think of December and a 

colder season approaching. More impor-

tantly, I should be thinking Advent and the 

wonders and majesty of that season –  so 

important to us all and beginning Sunday, 

November 28. But, let me first recognize 

two important happenings not yet men-

tioned. 

 

Serendipity Men and the Wednesday 

Morning Prayer Group had nine of their 

members attend the late October Men's 

Retreat at Leesburg. Lee Bast, Bob Bun-

ting, Jon Crawford, Dave Honderich, Shel-

don LaMountain, Dean Moore, Jim Potts, 

Jim Stoneman, and Randy Weber 

“ pooled”  together in two cars on a bright 

sunny day to experience two nights and 

approximately two days with about 260 

others in Christian fellowship, prayer, mu-

sic, and great preaching led by Bishop 

Swanson and Riley Short. A wonderful 

time for us from FUMC and a wonderful 

closeness. Hopefully, next year we will 

have many more men join us. 

 

The combined Serendipity Men's Pancake 

Breakfast and Coalition for the Hungry 

and Homeless event on Saturday, October 

31, was a great success. Breakfast was 

served to 252 persons, including 157 

breakfasts free to the needy in our commu-

nity. Additionally, 150 blankets and 200 

bags of groceries were ready for pick-up 

from FUMC. Coalition partners supplied 

free services: medical and dental exams, 

shots, social services and consultations. 

Estimated attendance was approximately 

500. So many volunteers from our church 

helped in so many ways to make this event 

successful. It is impossible to name all in 

these notes. However, to Theresa Weber 

and her group working to make blankets 

available; to Ed Loper and his group in 

“ Pantry”  for filled grocery bags; to Bill 

Gilbert and Jim Roth who directed efforts 

in the dining area and fellowship hall; to 

all servers, welcomers, kitchen help, dish-

washers, clean-up crew, ticket takers, etc., 

etc. Thank you one and all so much. Men 

who brought their wives to help –  thank 

you. Volunteers who called to ask how 

they could help, who came and worked 

hard. Thank you. It never ceases to amaze 

me how much willing volunteer help we 

experience from our church. God bless 

you all. 

     The new blue shirts with Serendipity 

logo were received in time for the above 

event. Compliments were received from 

many people about them. If you ordered 

one and have not yet received it, please see 

Jim Potts at your convenience. 

     As we begin to think about Advent, 

Christmas, and a New Year, let us pray for 

a new awakening. Beginning next year 

with so many new leaders in so many 

states and in Washington, we see the need 

for a new awareness that Jesus Christ is 

still Lord, and if we listen, we can hear 

God's direction for each of us . . . a new 

direction that can change our country and 

our world. Pray for that. 

 

Men of FUMC, you are encouraged to join 

us in Serendipity. Meetings are 3:00-

4:30pm every Tuesday in the Chapel. Call 

Jim Potts for information: 382-1842. 



 

 

 

SPIRITUAL  

FORMATION  
Marilyn Watson 

 

Are You Listening?? 

 

The Holy Spirit is speaking. Are you lis-

tening? Whatôs that? You think Iôve lost it!  

 

When someone says they ñhear God,ò it 

might cause you to feel there is something 

wrong with you if you donôt hear him too 

or you may think the person is insane or 

trying to impress someone. Most people 

donôt mean they hear an audible voice, but 

rather they mean they are discerning in 

some way His guidance. Scripture says 

God will guide us in the way to go and it 

says if anyone lacks wisdom we are to ask 

and He will give it. When the Prophet 

Elijah was at the mountain of God and the 

Lord was passing by, God was not in the 

great wind, nor in the earthquake, nor was 

he in the fire which followed. Then there 

was a sound of a gentle blowing and out it 

Elijah heard the voice of God. (1 Kings 

19:11-13). This is often referred to as a 

ñstill small voice.ò 

 

Now how do you go about hearing a ñstill 

small voiceò? Iôd suggest you might start 

by being still (I started to say quiet, but I 

didnôt want to tell you to be quiet. I fig-

ured it would sound a little rude and you 

might quit reading!). We are surrounded 

by noise -- traffic, voices, TV, radio, and 

sirens all make noise. Some of us are so 

used to something going on all the time or 

donôt want to be alone with our thoughts 

that we have the TV on even when we 

arenôt watching it. But just how do we 

hear what the Holy Spirit is saying to us 

with all the competition? Yes, Iôm sug-

gesting that we try turning off some of the 

noise. Perhaps you donôt want to turn of 

the noise all the time, but you might try it 

once in a while. You might notice other 

noises like the birds chirping or squirrels 

chattering. In the space between the 

chirping there is quiet where you 

can hear your thoughts and maybe 

even hear what the Holy Spirit is saying to 

you. 

 

Prayer, silence, solitude, fasting, and read-

ing Scripture and meditating on it are 

some of the spiritual disciplines which 

help us ñhearò what the Holy Spirit is say-

ing to us. The place where I ñhearò God 

speaking most clearly is when I am deeply 

reading and meditating on Scripture. When 

a phrase or a word grabs my attention or 

seems to mean something different to me 

than the last time I read the same passage, 

then it seems the Lord is trying to tell me 

something. I know I should really pay at-

tention and spend some more time with 

that Scripture. I am overjoyed when Iôve 

made a new discovery, because I know itôs 

not a new discovery but rather itôs some-

thing the Lord has shown me. This is only 

one way the Lord leads us. 

 

11 



 

 

Sharing Godôs Giftsé 

éthrough FUMCHôs Ministry 

 

 As we plan to purchase gifts for 

our loved ones this holiday season, 

thoughtful Christians are invited to con-

sider giving a special gift to the church in 

honor of Jesus Christ.  Your special gift 

will keep on giving throughout the year.   

As always, a portion of your gift 

extends our ministry far beyond our local 

church.  In places you may never go and in 

ways you may never imagine, your gifts to 

our church provide for the needs of others 

in our community and throughout the 

world.   

When we give of ourselves, we 

create a sense of community and love.  

Make the New Year a time to get more 

involved.  Volunteer in an area of the 

church that has interested you.  Be a part 

of the church and the rewards will be 

great. 

Giving of our resources is the 

financial lifeline of the church.  Think 

about giving that extra gift during the holi-

days. 

Give a memorial gift and remember 

that person who has enriched 

your life. 

Give a ñSecond-Mileò gift as a way to 

recognize the way the church has 

enriched you all year long.   

Give simply to say ñthank youò to 

God. 

Give as a celebration of the Saviorôs 

birth and consider it a birthday 

gift to all. 

Contact the church about giving a 

charitable gift annuity, giving 

appreciated property, giving idle 

assets, real estate, or life insur-

ance.  

In all of our giving this Christmas season, 

let us never forget the priceless gift that 

was given to us in Christ Jesus.  Why not 

get into the Spirit of the Season and make 

a special effort to honor Him in your giv-

ing?  

ñThe Years Aheadò 

A Workshop for FUMCH Seniors & 

their Families 

 

 Whatever our age, it is important 

to plan for the future.  On Saturday morn-

ing, February 5, our church will sponsor a 

workshop designed to help you do that.  A 

panel consisting of an Elder Care Coordi-

nator, an Attorney, a Financial Planner, 

our Parish Nurse, and our Pastor will ad-

dress the following topics. 

 Where will you live in the years 

ahead?  What services are available if or 

when you may need them?  What options 

(other than your own home) are available 

and what are the relative costs?  And 

more! 

 What legal issues will you face 

in the years ahead?  This presentation 

will cover Last Will & Testament or Revo-

cable Living Trust, Durable Power of At-

torney, Advance Care Directives, Medi-

caid Regulations, and more. 

 Financial Planning for the 

years ahead will address such issues as 

getting the financial advice you may need, 

leveraging assets to maximize your in-

come, charitable giving from accumulated 

assets, and more. 

 Spiritual Resources for the 

years ahead.  This presentation will con-

sider how the church can be your 

ñextended family.ò  Also how the Parish 

Nurse, the Pastor and Staff, the Visitation 

Committee, and the Stephen Ministry are 

there for you in each and every time of 

need. 

 The Workshop is being planned 

by the Permanent Endowment Committee 

at no charge and as a service to all church 

members and their families.  Refreshments 

will be served beginning at 8:45 am and 

the program will run from 9:00 am until 

noon.  Mark your calendar and plan to 

attend.  Youôll be glad you did! 
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1  
Doris Kertesz  
Bill Strmiska  

2  
Martha Formender  

Rusty Harry  
Phillip Rittgers  

4  
Bess Hoes  

Dorothy Nobles  
Shirley Wardrip  

5  
Fred Casper  
Susan Dean  
Zane Megos  

6  
Charles Dixon  

Elizabeth Gaines  
Betty Huffstutler  
Dorothy Jones  
Melissa Pezzuti  

Vicky Post  
7  

Marybelle Baker  
Ron Phillips  

Willy Pounderoyn  
8  

Ruth Anderson  
Abbye Jean Richner  

Jeana Stansbury  
9  

David Pirkle  
Marie Witham  

10  
Mary McCrea  
Glenn Seiler  

11 
Tom Williams  

12  
Betty Boekholder  

Carolyn Bright  
Buddy Hansen  

13  
Imogene Burnett  

 

 

DECEMBER  BIRTHDAYS  

AVANTE  
Annie Preston  

 

BRENTWOOD 
Evelyn Bash  

 

 CRYSTAL RIVER REHAB  
Joyce Minnicks  

 

CYPRESS COVE 
George Cole  

 

DIAMOND RIDGE  
Betty Duncan  

 

 HUNT RESIDENCE 
Bill Marquis  

 

LIFE CARE 
Alma Kadel  

 

SUGARMILL MANOR  
Shirley Hart  
Grace Payne  

 

SUNFLOWER SPRINGS  
Ruth Eaton  

Fran Graham  
Joanna Miller  

Abbye Jean & Bill Richner  
 

IN OUR THOUGHTS  

AND PRAYERS  

14  
Wanda Ashley  
William Little  

Richard Shaffer  
   16  

Maureen Guthrie  
Armin Marvin  
Kenneth Will  

17  
Betty Davis  

Sandra Dewart  
18  

Edith Keilt Parker  
19  

Marjorie Beaman  
Phyllis Dixon  

20  
Marilyn Wells  

21  
Jessica Cocking  

Don Hand  
Malcolm Whetsone  

Lois Young  
22  

Sue Cloyd  
David Kegley  

Jim Potts  
23  

Mary Ellen Wais  
24  

Ted Archambault  
25  

Carolyn Huggins  
27  

Natasha Dawson  
Bill Gilbert  

Sasha Shuart  
Theresa Weber  

28  
Judith Huffer  

30  
Charlotte Gable  

Sebastian Kimble  
31  

Lisa Bentley  
Noel Bentley  

Dorothy Graham  
Sally Moore  

13 

REMEMBERING 

Pam Mary Bailey 

2/14/1949 

to  

10/13/2010 



 

 

DECEMBER  2010 (as of 11/10/10) 

   Wednesday 1 
  7:00 Mens Prayer Group 

  9:30 Weight Watchers 

10:00 PICTURES TAKEN 

10:00 LaMountain Bible 

10:00 Siegel Bible  

10:00 SHARE Sign-Up 

  3:00 Nave Bible 

  5:15 Music 

  6:00 Bells 

  6:30 Youth Group 

  7:00 Choir 

 Thursday 2 
  8:00 Tutoring 

  9:00-Noon (Thrift Store)

10:00 PICTURES TAKEN 

  2:00 Disciple I 

  2:00 Green Team 

  3:00 Quartet Rehearsal 

  4:00 Video Rehearsal 

  7:00 Creative Worship 

  7:00 Disciple I 

  8:00 AA 

  8:00 Al-Anon 

 Friday 3 
COUNCIL REPORTS DUE 

GENESIS DEADLINE  

  9:00-Noon (Thrift Store) 

  9:30 Disciple IV 

10:00 PICTURES TAKEN 

10:00 Wise Bible 

Saturday  4 
BUS TRIP 

  8:00 Saturday Sisters 

  9:00-Noon (Thrift Store) 

  9:00 Red Cross CPR 

10:00 PICTURES TAKEN 

10:00 SHARE Sign-Up 

10:30 Bereavement 

10:30 GODS CLODS 

 Sunday 5 
COMMUNION SUNDAY 

  8:00 Traditional Worship 

  9:30 Sunday School 

  9:30 Traditional Worship 

11:00 Traditional Worship 

11:30 Sacred Dance  

Monday 6 
  8:00 Work Crew 

  8:30 Tracking Committee 

  9:30 Visitation Committee 

11:00 Exercise Class 

  1:00 Diabetes Support 

  6:00 Stephen Ministers 

  7:00 Disciple IV 

 

Tuesday 7 
  8:00 Tutoring 

  9:00 WW Prep 

10:00 Staff Meeting 

  1:30 Stephen Ministers 

  3:00 Serendipity Bible 

  3:00 Stephen Ministers 

  5:30 Weight Watchers 

 

 

  Wednesday 8 
  7:00 Mens Prayer Group 

  9:00 WW Preparation 

  9:30 Weight Watchers 

10:00 Siegel Bible  

10:00 LaMountain Bible 

  1:00 Shawl Ministry 

  3:00 Nave Bible 

  5:15 Music 

  5:30 WW DINNER  

  6:00 Bells 

  6:30 Youth Group 

  7:00 Choir 

 

 

Thursday  9 
  7:00 Fold/Mail 

  8:00 Tutoring 

  9:00-Noon (Thrift Store) 

  9:00 Back Packing 

  9:15 Ruth Circle 

  2:00 Disciple I 

  3:00 Quartet Rehearsal 

  4:00 Video Rehearsal 

  7:00 Council (music) 

  7:00 Disciple I 

  8:00 AA 

  8:00 Al-Anon 

 Friday 10 
  8:00 Stephen Minister TR 

  9:00-Noon (Thrift Store) 

  9:30 Disciple IV 

10:00 Wise Bible 

 

 

 Saturday  11 
  8:00 Serendipity Pancakes 

  8:00 Saturday Sisters 

  9:00-Noon (Thrift Store) 

10:30 Bereavement 

11:30 UMW Unit Meeting 

  2:30 Nature Coast Band 
 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
 

Sunday 12 
DISCRETIONARY SUNDAY 

  8:00 Traditional Worship 

  9:30 Sunday School 

  9:30 Traditional Worship 

11:00 Traditional Worship 

11:30 Sacred Dance 

 

 

Monday 13 
  8:00 Work Crew 

  8:00 Care Training 

  8:30 Tracking Committee 

  9:30 Visitation Committee 

11:00 Exercise Class 

  1:00 Alzheimer Support 

  7:00 Disciple IV 

 

 

 Tuesday 14 
  8:00 Tutoring 

  9:30 Faith Hope Circle 

  9:30 Helping Hands Circle 

10:00 Staff Meeting 

  1:00 Dorcas Circle 

  2:00 Stewardship 

  3:00 Serendipidity Bible 

  4:00 Kitchen Committee 

  5:30 Weight Watchers 
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DECEMBER  2010 (as of 11/10/10) 

Thursday  16 
  8:00 Tutoring 

  9:00-Noon (Thrift Store) 

  9:00 Back Packing 

  9:00 Fold/Mail 

  2:00 Disciple I 

  2:00 Christmas Wrap 

  3:00 Quartet Rehearsal 

  3:00 Snicker Wrap 

  3:30 Trustees 

  4:00 Video Rehearsal 

  7:00 Creative Worship 

  7:00 Disciple I 

  8:00 AA 

  8:00 Al-Anon 

  

Friday 17 

  9:00-Noon (Thrift Store) 

  9:30 Disciple IV 

10:00 Wise Bible 

  

 Saturday  18 
  8:00 Saturday Sisters 

  9:00-Noon (Thrift Store) 

  9:00 Decorate Church 

10:00 SHARE PICK-UP 

10:30 Bereavement 

 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Sunday 19 
PANTRY SUNDAY 

  8:00 Traditional Worship 

  9:30 Sunday School 

  9:30 Traditional Worship 

11:00 Traditional Worship 

11:30 Sacred Dance 

12:00 Choir Party 

 

Monday 20 
  8:00 Work Crew 

  8:30 Tracking Committee 

  9:30 Visitation Committee 

11:00 Exercise Class 

  1:00 Fibromyalgia Support 

  6:00 Isaiah Foundation 

  6:00 Stephen Ministers 

  7:00 Disciple IV 

Tuesday 21 
  8:00 Tutoring 

10:00 Staff Meeting 

  1:30 Stephen Ministers 

  2:00 Finance Committee 

  3:00 Serendipidity Bible 

  3:00 Stephen Ministers 

  5:30 Weight Watchers 

 

 

Wednesday 22 
  7:00 Mens Prayer Group 

  9:30 Weight Watchers 

10:00 Siegel Bible  

10:00 LaMountain Bible 

  1:00 Shawl Ministry 

  3:00 Nave Bible 

  5:15 Music 

  6:00 Bells 

  6:30 Youth Group 

  7:00 Choir 

 
 

Thursday  23 
  8:00 Tutoring 

  9:00-Noon (Thrift Store) 

  2:00 Disciple I 

  3:00 Quartet Rehearsal 

  4:00 Video Rehearsal 

  7:00 Disciple I 

  8:00 AA 

  8:00 Al-Anon 

 

 

Friday 24 

  CHRISTMAS EVE  

OFFICE CLOSED  
10:00 Wise Bible 

  1:00 Our Fathers Table 

  5:00 Christmas Service 

  7:00 Christmas Service 

11:00 Christmas Service 

 

 

Saturday  25 
  CHRISTMAS DAY  

  8:00 Saturday Sisters 

Sunday 26 
NEW MEMBER SUNDAY 

  8:00 Traditional Worship 

  9:30 Sunday School 

  9:30 Traditional Worship 

11:00 Traditional Worship 

 

 

Monday 27 

OFFICE CLOSED 
  8:00 Work Crew 

  8:30 Tracking Committee 

  9:30 Visitation Committee 

11:00 Exercise Class 

  1:00 Stroke Support 

  7:00 Disciple IV 

 

  Tuesday 28 
  8:00 Tutoring 

10:00 Staff Meeting 

  3:00 Serendipidity Bible 

  5:30 Weight Watchers 

 

Wednesday 29 
  7:00 Mens Prayer Group 

  9:30 Weight Watchers 

10:00 Siegel Bible  

10:00 LaMountain Bible 

  3:00 Nave Bible 

  5:15 Music 

  6:00 Bells 

  6:30 Youth Group 

   

 

Thursday  30 
  8:00 Tutoring 

  9:00-Noon (Thrift Store) 

  2:00 Disciple I 

  3:00 Quartet Rehearsal 

  4:00 Video Rehearsal 

  8:00 AA 

  8:00 Al-Anon 

 

 

Friday 31 

  10:00 Wise Bible 
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DECEMBER  ANNIVERSARIES  

8  
Michelle & Ryan Selby   

~  8 years ~   
12  

Joan & James Eyster   
~ 57 years ~   

Jim & Joyce Winder   
~ 51 years ~   

17  
Judith & William Busby   

~ 27 years ~   
Phyllis & Charles Dixon   

~ 22 years ~   
Isabelle & Ernie Verge   

~ 67 years ~   
18  

Martha & Ernie Dorrell   
~ 50 years ~   
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19  
Donna & Bud Ludwick   

~ 51 years   
20  

Carole Deyo -Fahl & 
Gunter Fahl   
~ 24 years ~   

Laurie & Larry Stainton   
~ 51 years ~   

21  
Jeannine & Jim Love   

~ 52 years ~   
22  

Lee & George Knerr   
~ 55 years ~   

Marge & Harold Swinson   
~ 65 years ~   

Kathy & Steve Betsko  
~ 20 years ~  

27  
Cheryl & Tom Smith   

~ 45 years ~   
28  

Kay & Lee Bast   
~ 54 years ~   

Judy & Bob Bunting   
~ 50 years ~   

Dee & Jim Green   
~ 15 years ~   

30  
Cee & Carl Merritt   

~ 38 years ~   
 
 

Betty & Robert Boekholder  
49 Black Willow Street  
Homosassa, FL  34446  

352-503-7350 
from:  Mt. Morris, IL  

 

 
Joan (Jo) F. Danzey  

44 Golfview Court  
Homosassa, FL  34446  

352-382-1961 
 

Thomas Kirschner  
31 Mayflower Court W  

Homosassa, FL  34446  
352-382-4309 

 
 

Janet  & Edward Masek  
36 Mayflower Court W  

Homosassa, FL   34446  
352-382-8999 

 
Suzanne Raines  

23 Lexington Court  
Homosassa, FL  34446  

352-503-2169 
from:  San Antonio, Texas  

 

WELCOME  

TO NEW MEMBEERS  

 

Bill & Ruth Willis  
520 Woodlake Drive  

Mt. Washington, KY 40047  
 
 
 
 

Fleetie Baker  
501 S Harmony Road  

Newark, DE  19713  
 
 
 
 

Patience Nave  
4475 Rehobeth Church Road  

Greensboro, NC  27406  

336-292-3360 

 

A FOND FAREWELL TO  

FRIENDS WHO HAVE MOVED  



 

 

17 

 

CHRISTMAS  EVE SERVICES 
 

5:00 pm,    7:00 pm 

 

11:00 pm  Communion Service 

Thank You For Praying 
 

Our contact at the Epiphany Youth Retreat (the retreat for incarcerated 

youth) sent a thank you to all who prayed for the recent weekend. She 

wanted you to know that they had a very successful weekend and we 

played a big part in it. She passed on a few details which Iôm sure will be 

of interest to you. There were four new professions of faith. One of the 

boys she worked with had a particularly tough life and had been reading a 

lot of ñway out stuffò; when given an opportunity to meet with a spiritual 

director, he asked where was he before he was born, how to tell what 

church is the best, how is it that one religion is any better than any other, 

whether ghosts are real, how you can know the Bible is really true, and if 

there is really a devil. The kids have to progress through levels while in-

carcerated and if they mess up, they stay longer. During the retreat they 

meet in what become know as ñfamily groups.ò  A week after the retreat, 

the leaders went back and met with the kids who were all talking about 

ñfamily.ò They encouraged them to stick together, help each other out, and 

look out for each other.  

    Thank you again for praying, 



 

  

Dear praying friends , 

It was another busy month as we vis-
ited two ministries, met with prospec-
tive teammates and had lots of birth-
day parties! Praise God for His leading 
in the lives of many people and teams 
as we seek to serve our area and our 
team in a godly, prayerful and passion-
ate way. 
Praises 

ZÀÀÀÀÀ My fellow board member 

John Dickson 
and I went to a 
meeting recently 
with the lawyer 
who submitted 
the foundation 
paperwork, as-
suming we were 
going to get an 
update about 
our agencyôs 
application to 
start a founda-

tion. Instead, the lawyer handed us the 
approved registration papers  (see 
ñregistrationò photo). Praise God! That 
means PIONEERS workers soon will 
begin receiving visas and work permits 
via the foundation in order to have a 
reliable way to stay in the country and 
to serve with integrity. Amazingly, all 
the foundationôs objectives are openly 
Christian, including starting churches 
and ñfacilitating every type of Christian 
work and activity.ò Please pray for PIO-

NEERS International Foundation to be a 
blessing to our fellow workers and to 
Thais. 

ZÀÀÀÀÀ Joe had the privilege of vis-

iting Pastor Moses , our teamôs part-
ner in Mae Ai near the border with 
Burma, with a couple from New Zea-
land last month (see ñMae Aiò photo). 

Andrew and Melissa Peterson, who 
have four children, are very interested 
in working with Moses in his Bible 
school/church/orphanage ministries. 
They are now in the application proc-
ess with PI New Zealand. Please pray 
for the entire application/candidate 
process to go smoothly if the Lord de-
sires them to serve on our team start-
ing next year. 

ZÀÀÀÀÀ We thought that we would 

include a praise item for our friends 
Not and Jaew  (see ñNot-Jaewò photo). 

They were not Christians when they 
came to Chiang Mai at almost the 
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same time we did six years ago. They 
both were our Thai language teachers 
at different times. Well, since then, 
they have gotten married, become 
Christians, had two daughters, and 
now left for Nakhon Ratchasima 
(northeast of Bangkok) to assist Asian 
Outreach in sharing the Gospel with 
university students from the college 
where they graduated. Praise God for 
His leading in this young familyôs life! 
Please pray for them to grow in the 
Lord and to serve with passion. 

ZÀÀÀÀÀ We canôt resist including a 

mention of the birthdays of Caleb 
and Jamie , who turned 12 and 10 in 
late September. They both had friend 
parties a couple weeks late (because 
of Momôs illnesses in September), but 
they still had a blast (see ñJamie partyò 

photo, which does indeed include a 
giant ñcupcakeò with candy hot dog 
trimming J ). Also, Jamieôs class had 
to dress up one day for school, so 

weôve included the photo of Ja-
mie doing his best banker imita-
tion (see ñJamieò photo)! As for 
our older children, Brittany is having 
an excellent academic year  at Co-
lumbia (S.C.) International University, 
and Justinôs music ñcareerò is taking 
off as his band ñStand in Oneò opened 
for a Malaysian group at a local Chris-
tian restaurant last Friday. (Justin 
plays lead guitar and is lead singer; 
see ñJustinò photo.) Justin will begin 
applying this month to attend CIU next 
year with Brittany in order to (likely) 
major in music. 

 

 

 

 

(continued on page 20) 
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Missionaries in Thailand  
 
 

Prayers 

ZÀÀÀÀÀ Our family accompanied a 

Karen hill-tribe evangelist to visit our 
teamôs partner in Mae Jaem in the 
mountains west of Chiang Mai last 
month as well (see ñMae Jaemò photo, 
with our partner Pastor Dapoe on the 
far left). It was an encouraging time to 
share visions and ministry possibilities. 
(However, nearly driving off the edge 
of a cliff in the mud and then cracking 
one CV joint in half because of the 
horrendous roads werenôt so encour-
aging L!) Please pray for the Lord to 
provide a missionary family to teach at  

Baan Jaem Noy Church three 
days a month (Bible school, women 
and children) in order to grow these 
believers and, in turn, help bring the 
Gospel to the surrounding unreached 
villages. 

ZÀÀÀÀÀ Our new teammates , Ric 

and Amy Kosanovic, have arrived in 
Thailand. They begin language/culture 
study at a local school today, and their 
two daughters began attending Grace 
International School last week. Please 
pray for their continuing adjustments 
and for a good start to language learn-
ing. 
 

ZÀÀÀÀÀ Elaineôs health continues 

to sloooooooowly improve. She is still 
consulting with two doctors on how 
best to treat the problems that sent her 
to the hospital for six days in Septem-
ber. Please pray for wisdom for all in-
volved so that good, long-term treat-
ments can be implemented. 

ZÀÀÀÀÀ Speaking of Elaine, her par-

ents have paid for her to visit them in 
the U.S.  and also travel to Mexico 
from Nov. 18 through Dec. 12. Praise 
God that she will get to spend Thanks-

giving with Brittany! Please pray for 
good travels, good rest and good 
health. Pray also for Joe as he carries 
out all the family and mission leader-
ship responsibilities during this 25-day 
span. 

ZÀÀÀÀÀ Grace International School  

officials revealed early last month that 
they have bought 34 acres of land for 
a new school facility (2½ times the 
present siteôs space). So, while the 
lawsuit appeals drag on with no ruling, 
the school is moving ahead with plans 
to build on the new, school-friendly 
campus. Pray for Godôs provision in 
this years-long effort. For more info, 
visit http://gracefndn.org/savinggrace/ 

 
. 

Until all have heard,  

Joe, Elaine, Brittany, Justin, 

Caleb & Jamie  

Did You Knowé 

é that we humans are very apt to miss the 

beauty around us because weôre too busy 

for it? Check out this fascinating ñsocial 

experimentò of sorts that was led recently 

by The Washington Post: One of the great-

est musicians in the world played a $3.5 

million violin during rush hour in a sub-

way station ï and hardly anyone noticed 

(http://www.epm.org/blog/2010/Sep/30/

beautiful-its-time-story-perception). So,  
the question for us as Christians is: Do we 

recognize the glory of Godôs handiwork 

around us ï or do we hardly notice be-

cause we are always rushing through life? 
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Greetings Dear Friends from Siberia!  

 

      We are so thankful for each and every 

one of youé..we are blessed to have such 

wonderful family and friends! We realized 

however, that you had not heard from us 

over the last month and wanted to get an 

update out before the holidays take over 

everything in our already busy lives! J The 

leaves have changed and fallen from the 

trees. The temperatures have begun their 

descent for the winter months ahead and 

everyone is building up the woodpiles and 

finishing up outdoor projects. We have 

been truly blessed with warm weather so 

far but know it can change in an hourôs 

time!   

    We will be heading back to the States 

in December for a six month óhome as-

signment.ô We will be flying from the East 

this time and will have a short stop in CA 

before landing in FL on the 21st of Dec. 

Why California???  Joshua will be gradu-

ating from Biola and we were able to work 

out the timing so we could join in the cele-

bration!  At this time, we have a few com-

mitments already scheduled but we will 

personally be getting touch with many of 

you to set up times as we come to your 

óneck of the woods!ô  PLEASE donôt for-

get the folks and the work here though! 

Plans are in full swing to have a wonderful 

celebration in the fellowship. Historically, 

New Years has been the BIGGEST holi-

day of all. This year the group has decided 

to have a larger celebration for Christmas 

than that of New Years.  What an amazing 

step to show their friends and family the 

importance of this Holiday of Holidaysé

the birth of the Messiah. We see more of 

an emphasis on the óreason for the seasonô 

this year than in the pastéremember them 

as they will use this opportunity to share 

with family and friends the true impor-

tance of Christmas.  They will also have a 

feast together and each family will prepare 

something like skits, songs, verses theyôve 

memorized, etcé  Weôre blessed to have a 

great group of ladies who will make 

new banners to help decorate the 

hall and fill it with other decorations 

and of course pine branches for that won-

derful aroma of the holiday. 

Something for us that has been awe-

some to see is that when people really 

become committed to the local fellowship, 

they want to start giving tithes and offer-

ings. Of course that isnôt always financial 

giving but hereôs a perfect example of giv-

ingé.  A few years back a local family 

donated a Heifer, andé well as things 

goé the cow gave birth every year.  This 

month we will be bringing the heifer and 

her calf to their new barn on the prop-

erty.  The cow will be supplying the local 

fellowship with milk for our meetingsé

people love milk in tea here, as well as 

giving us the opportunity to sell the calf in 

the future. By selling the meat, we can 

help with the costs of all the different 

óworksô and running of the building for the 

fellowship.  The fellowship also has a pig 

and should have a litter of piglets in the 

spring. (Yes we are in a rural setting here 

as you can tell.)  All will be used to further 

the work we are involved in!  

With victories, come defeatséwe fight 

against an enemy that knows our weak-

nesses. He wants us to be defeated and live 

a hopeless life. We have written in the past  
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